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CHAP. I. 



i^. Oliver rentws hit vifit t« Mr, Sel^, 



M, 



lR. Oliver having made ufe of theie 
pcriiiafive arguments, and railed thefe delight- 
ful images^ to convince and to influence the 
mind of his friend, Mrs. Audley, ihe found 
them {o confonant with her own fentiments 
and inclinations, that the natural candour of her 
difpoficion rendered it impolliblc for her to 
VOL. II. B rc&ain 
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refrain from cxpFeffing a- complete and de- 
cided aflent to Mr. Selby's propofals.^ — Yet 
ftill timid and cautious, left (he fhould incur 
any blame for too great a promptitude, fhe 
could not help adding — " I look upon you, 
dear Sir, as, a^ real and prudent friend. If 
you difcover any impropriety in ' the meflage 
which I have entrufted you to deliver to 
Mr. Selby,' let mc intreat you to qualify, or 
alter, or fupprefs it, as you think beft. I am 
bewildered in uncertainty, while I have no 
•wifh but to think, and aft, and fpeak, con- 
fiftcntly and with propriety." 

" Divcft yourfelf, my dear Madam," faid 
Mr. Oliver, " of thefe diftraftions of mind. 
You have delivered nothing in your mef- 
fage which the moft fcrupulous and cenfo- 
rious would blame, or require to be unfaid. 
Confide in my watchful attention to your beft 
interefts ; and as I know my friend's great 
anxiety to hear the refulc of the commiGion 
which he put into my hands, I mean to re- 
turn to him before dinner, and it will depend 

upon 



TH£ SECLUDBD MAN* ■ , 3 ^ 

«pon clrcumftances whether I fliaH be at 
hame this evening or not." 

He then role from his fcat^ and bid the 
good lady adieu, without farther delay. — A 
more accelerated pace, than that at which he 
ufually walked, brotight him to Selby Houfe 
in- five and thirty minutes. His prompt re- 
turn was highly grateful to its worthy owner, 
who, fcarcely giving himfelf time to renew 
his accuftomed welcome, (although, with- 
out it, his friend might have read it in his 
eyes, and felt it in the cordial prefTure of his 
hand) he began with faying— ^" Well, my 
kind friend and afhbaffador, what is the refulc 
of your negociation ?'* 

. " Every thing,'* faid Mr. Oliver, " that 
you yourfclf can wilh. Sir !— Mrs. Audley 
upon this, as upon every other occafidn, is 
truly herfclf. — The moderation which en- 
abled her to bear adverfity with confiftent 
refignation, prefcrved her mind in its own 
equilibrium, when your fplendiJ offers bring 
to her view the profpe6t of again tailing 
B 2 the 
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the fweets of prolperitjr. She acknowledges 
your worth ; confeffcs hcrfelf not to be in- 
fenlible of its value, when allied to her own 
virtues i and fhe accepts the propofal with 
that dignity and propriety of confent, which 
convince that (he defcrves the good fortune 
which you direfted me to announce to her." 
" I prcfume, then/* faid Mr. Selby, « that 
I may venture to w^t upon her myfelf to- 
morrow. At prefent we muft think of our 
dinner, as it cannot be very early ; and my 
appetite reminds me that the uiual hour 
for our repaft is nearly approachmg." 

He then rang the bell, and was informed 
that his conjeftures were true. Accordingly 
the dinner was foon announced, and the 
friends proceeded to partake of it. When 
they had finifhed, and the iervants had with- 
drawn, Mr. Selby refumed the topic, which 
ieemed fo folly to occupy his mind: — " I 
ihall conclude this bufmefs,'' faid he, ^' as 
fopn and as privately as poflible ; and when 
it is finifhed, I have been laying a plan of as 

happy 
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happy and compad a hoi(fehold as any in the 
three kingdoms. Sclby Houfe muft un- 
doubtedly be the head-quarters of our little 
party. I Ihall infift upon Mr. Falcon and 
yourfelf taking up your abode with us. I' 
was a fetded point long ago, that you (hould 
be an inmate here j and Mr. Falcon, befides 
being to be invcfted with the office of chap- 
lain, will, I hope, foon be raifed to the re- 
lationfhip of Jon4n4aw. Nothing will be 
wanted to complete our circle but the reco- 
very of his Arabella : or if you, my dear 
friend,*' faid he, " can point out any per/on^ 
or tbingy which will add to yo^ir particular 
enjoyment and fads&ftion, that perfon, and 
iba$ thing (hall be pre-eminently welcome to 
me and mine." 

Some moments elapfcd before Mr. Oliver 
could anfwer : his friend's kindnefs was too 
fuperabundant for his feelings to be fupprcflcd 
or concealed. — Nature and fcntimcns over- 
flowed at his eyes, and, for a litde interval^ 
|>rei^dcd his utterance. 

B 3 " No, 
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" No, my dear Mr. Selby, / have na- 
. thing now to increafe my comforts ! — In my 
cafe the Roman wiQi of execration has been 
realize(;i in its fuUeft extent : — 

<« ■ ■ . Ultimus fuorum mpriatur.'* 

And all that I now defire, on this fide eter- 
nity, is to live in peace^ and to die quietly. — I 
am the man that has fcen afflidlion/* conti- 
nued he, " and that the bitternefs and auftc- 
rity of my griefs Ihould be melted down to 
penfive melancholy, is the fum of my wifhes — 

. the Canaan of my hopes, after paffing through 
t\it wildernejs of woe in which I have been 

/ ,w,andcring ! And where, indeed, can I find 

c:tbe accomplifhment of my defire To fiill and 
fo ready as in your family ? Already have 
I found in your fociety a charm which has 

•;^IuIled my mind to a. degree of tranquillity 
which I b^d thought; impoffible." 

Mr. Selby found that the cdnverlation 

. had, unluckily, . taken a turn not fo pleafing 

to his friend 5 therefore ftopped it, and faidr— 

*M am 
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" I am looking, with fome impatience, for 
an anfwcr to my letter, to my correlpondent 
at Hamburgh. A few days muft bring it, 
if he wrote inunediately, and the winds 
were propitious: how pleafing would it be 
to me, to commence my affiduities to .Mrs, 
Audley, with a fatisfadory communication 
from him 1" 
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CHAP. 11. 



Tii nadir Jlill among bis oldacquaintana. 



HE convcrlation fcemed to be a little at 
a ftand^ when the fervant entered, and in- 
troduced Mr. Falcon. He was about to 
apologize for his unreaibnable intrufion, but 
Mr. Selby flopped him, with an affurance that 
his prefence was always an acquifition to the 
fociety which he indulged with if. Mr. 
Falcon informed him, that the immediate 
objedt of his vifit was, to let him know that 

the 
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the incumbent of the pariih, in which they 
' Kvcd, was dead 5 and that if Mr. Selby's in- 
tcrcft could improve his cure into a vicar- 
age^ by obtaining him the vacant prefcnta- 
tion> he fhould be greatly obliged to him. — 
*' It does not exceed/' faid he, " 150I. 
per annum ; but this will be a comfortable 
exchange for the 45I. for which I have been 
difcharging the djuties of the parifh as the 
curate/' 

*' I have/' faid Mr. Selby, ^'anticipated 
your wifhes, before you fignified them to 
me. Knowing that the incumbent was de- 
dining, I ibiicited, and obtained the pro- 
mile of the paGTOh in your favour, without 
your knowledge. And now that you havie 
learned that he is aftually dead, you^^have 
only to repair to the gentleman, in whofe 
gift it is, witl) a letter, which I will prepare 
for you ; and you will find that I have been 
very fortunate in my mediation. I will im- 
mediately write 5 and while I retire to my 
B 5 ftudy 
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ftudy for the purpofc, our friend Mr, OErer 
will, over a glafs of wine, inform you of the 
future arrangements of our &mily. Short ag ^ 
our reparation has been, fomething new and 
^mexpefted has been introduced on the car- 
pet/' 

So iaying> without giving Mr. Falcon 
.time to thank hioi for his friendly fore- 
thought, OT to expreis his curiofity. concern- 
ing the intelligence which he was to learn, he 
haftily betook himfclf to the benevoknt la- 
bours of his pen. 

*^ What>" faid Mr. Falcon to Mr. Oli- 
vcr> " can our noble and generous friend al- 
lude to? — Have you heard any thing of my 
deariArabella ?" 

•* Not as yet,'* lefumed Mr. Oliver j 

«• but you will be pleafingly furprifed, when 

I tell you that Mr. Selby has propofed a -^ 

matrimonial union with Mrs. Audley; ^t 

3 , I have 
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I have oommunicated it to her, at his defirej 
and have brought back her aflent to him^ 
in the fliort interval of time which has palled 
iince our meeting at the cottage." 

*^ The Grecian poet," faid Mr. Falcon,, 
talks to us of Eirsec ?rl£/>oerr«i but thefe arc 

'* Events have, indeed," replied Mr* 
Oliver, *' been on the wing^ and produced 
wmdersy which we little expefted. When 
we converfed abou|: the liberality which Mrs. 
Audley would experience from Mr. Selby,. 
we fcarcely imagined that he would give her 
bimfelf.'^^And yet, after all, there can fcarce- 
ty cxift in the world two perfons {o calcu- 
lated to make each other happy> as our 
friends, of whom we are fpcaking. ^hey 
are both convinced of it> and are wifely de- 
termmed to be &>j by mutual endeavour.— 
Mr. Selby, whofe comprehenfive benevo- 
lence always l^eavours to comprife as 
B 6 many. 
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many objcfts as poBible within its circle^ 
j)rojcfls to form one family of our litdc 
parry. He confidcrs you as one of his 
houfehold^ of courfe anticipating your fa- 
ture rclationfliip by the recovery of the 
young lady ; and he has moft obligingly re- 
minded me that, on my week's vifit to this 
place, he had planned that I fhould. become 
one of its inmates. His mind is fixed upon 
the arrangement, and we fhall hardly objc6t 
to what will fo materially contribute to our 
mutual comfort.'* 

Mr. Selby at this moment entered; and 
Mr. Falcon, on receiving the letter from his 
hands, feized * that opportunity of warmly 
thanking him for its contents, and ,congra- 
tulatii% him on the intelligence communi- 
cated to him by Mr. Oliver. 

** No one, my dear Sir," faid Mr. Selby, 

« could fo properly report the matter to you, 

5 ^ 
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u the perlbn by whofc means it was accom* 
pUflicd." 

** Do me however the jufticc/* replied 
Mn Oliver, "to confeis that the propofi* 
tion came from yourielf. I do not pretend 
to fb much penetration, as to aflert that I 
even JuJftStd your intentions. In afiairs of 
the heart, the anticipation of third perfons is 
very {t\^om Juccejsful ^ ind, in n^ humble 
opinion, it is always impertinent. Unbidden 
affedtion is that alone which is likely to be 
fincere, ftrong, and permanent. In the 
prefent cafe, nothing is wanting to render 
that, which you feel and profeis for Mrs. 
Audley, perfeft in each and all of thefe 
qualifications: and I am equally convinced 
that if her heart was not really concerned in 
accepting it, fhe would never be fwayed by 
^er inttreft to ^ve you }ixtjemblance oi a 
return." 

Mr. Falcon now interrupted the conver- 
.iation by taking his leaves faying, that he 

. Ihould 
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ihould fet out with the letter in the moror 
ing i and Mr. Oliver having agreed to re- 
main at Selby Houfe that nighty Mr. Selby 
and himfelf feated themfelves down to £bcial 
converfe for the reft of the evening. 



CHAP* 
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CHAP. III. 



Mr* $e&y again at the Cottage, 



Bi 



lEFORE our friends parted for the 
night, Mr. Oliver informed Mr. Selby, that 
he flioukf leave him early in the morning,, 
and return home to breakfaft. '^ I (hall 
then," laid he, " have it in my power to 
apprifc Mrs. Audley of your intention of 
calling at the cottage, and flie will be pre- 
pared to receive you." 

Mr. 
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Mr. Sclby affcntcd to the propofal, and 
Mr. Oliver accordingly put it in execu- 
tion when he arofe. He found Mrs. Aud- 
Icy's breakfaft juft ready, and the good lady 
expe&ing his return, concluding ic would be 
early, as he had not come home on the even- 
ing before. He informed her that fhe would 
probably fee Mr. Sclby in the courfc of the 
forenoon ; and having recounted to her the 
fubftance of the converfation at Selby Houfe, 
he then, in order to prevent her mind from 
being too much agitated with a fubjeft of 
fuch intereft, paffed on to the caufc of Mr, 
Falcon's journey, which he was, as this 
morning, to undertake. 

** This acceflion to his goocl fortune," 
faid he, " will be a pleafing cirpumftance 
when he comes to be united to his dear Ara- 
bella j as, however generous Mr. Selby 
would undoubtedly be towards them, it 
would ftiU be a gratification to a liberal 

mind 
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mind like his, to have fomething of his own 
to offer to her participation." 

Mrs. Audlcy now took occafion to en- 
quire whether Mr. Selby had heard any 
thing farther from Hamburgh. "He an* 
fwered her in the negative; and oblcrved 
that hb friend was particularly anxious to 
recommend himfelf to her good graces, by 
being inllrumental in the reftoration of h^r 
daughter 5 and that he feemed to build very 
ftrong expectations upon the anfwer which 
he (hould receive to his letter. 

Mrs. Audley now begged to retire for a 
(hort time, to make fome little regulations 
in hier drefs, for the reception of Mr. Selby. 
And Mr. Oliver, who had always amufe- 
ment and occupation with his plants, availed 
himfelf of this cqnftant refource, while he 
remained at home in expe(3;ation . of his 

friend. 

-• •* * . 

The. 
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The autumn was now fo far advanced, 
that the external objefts of his care were get- 
ting faft into that torpid ftate which the fuf- 
penfion of vegetation produces in the gene- 
rality of plants expofed to the inclemency of 
the weather. His attention was therefore 
principally engrofled by the few favourites 
whofe privilege it was to be Iheltered from 
the external blaft, to be chcriflied by the 
warmth of his room, and to catch the influ- 
ence of the tranfient fun- beam through the 

, glafs of his window. As thefe were few in 
number, they were choice in their kind, and 
had every advantage which they could de- 
rive from care and cultivation; and be be- 

.held them now with additional pleafure, as 

.he ftiould remove them with him to 'Sclby 
Houfe, and procure for them a favourable 

. fituation in the hot- houfe and grecn-houfe, asu 
their natures might but require exclufion 
from air, or the addition of faftitiou^s heat. 
While thefe fenriments, arifing from the 
conftancy and affcdionatc temper of his dif- 

pofitiooi^ 
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pofition, were amufing and engroffing his 
mind, the minutes paflcd away impercepti- 
bly, and he was interrupted from his purfuits 
by hearing the voice of his friend, Mr. Sel- 
by, below. He, at the fame time, found by 
liftening for a moment, that Mrs. Audley 
had been in the way to receive him ; and 
judging that it might, perhaps, be more 
agreeable to them both to difpenle with his 
company for half an hour^ he finifhed his 
horticultural labour, and then took up a book 
to pafs away the time during which it might 
be proper for him to be abfent. As it was 
not likely to be long, he took up Gray's 
Poems, to which he was particularly attached, 
and fixed upon his Qde to AdverfJy^ abo'jnd- 
ing with ideas of a caft moft exaftly accom- 
modated to the feelings he was in the habit of 
indulging, fince he had confidered them as 
appropriated to his own cafe. He re-perufed 
it oh the prelent occafion with the avidity 
of an admiration which had been long en- 
grafted upon hia mkid i and, having finilhed 

it. 
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it, he cafthis eyes over fome Imes written by 
him, in pencil, at the bottom, which were 
part of a poem compofcd . by himfelf in 
happier days, and contained an addrefs to the 
Penjive Muje^ which he had thought appli- 
cable to the fenlation of pleafure he felt on 
reading that ode of Gray, fo ftriking a pro- 
dudtion of ber infpiration :— 

— — «« Ne*er» when her rage Difafter ipendt 

In heavieit ills } bereft of friend 8y 

May I love thee ! for then the moumer*t ear 

Xoves thy folemn voice to hear \ 

That whifpers to the foul relief. 

Or fweetly talks away its grief I" 

The occurrence of thefe lines ^ recalling to 
him the period when they had flowed from 
his pen, and depiftured a ftatc of dereliftion 
which he then knew only in imaginary ideas 
but at the time of his fcribbling them in 
Gray's Poems (which was previous to his 
knowledge of Mr. Selby and foon after his 

return 
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return to the cottage) feemed to be pecu«* 
Uarly his own ; this occurrence, we would 
fay, produced fb powerful an effeft upon his 
mind, that: he could not refrain from tears ; 
and he was fcarcely recovering from this 
paroxyfm of involuntary grief, when the 
voice of Mrs. Audley, gendy calling to him 
at the door, reminded him that his friend 
would be wiihful to fee him below Hairs. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. IV. 



Cottage Scene continues. 



Wi 



HEN Mr. Oliver dcfcended to meet 
Mr. Selby, his friend intimated to him, in a 
few words which he delivered afide, that his 
converfation with Mrs. Audley had been 
highly fatisfaftory ; and Mr. Oliver himfelf 
perceived that her countenance was relieved 
from that cmbarraflment which clouded it 
when fhe had been expefting Mr. Selby 's 
vifit. Under the perfuafion, therefore, that 
he might advert to their mutual fituation 
without giving her pain, he aflumed the 
converfation by faying, " that no conjecfture 
could be fo highly gratifying to his feelings 

as 
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35 the prcfcntjWhen he beheld two perfons, 
whom he valued in the highcft degree of 
eftimation, agreed upon a point which could 
not fail to increafc their reciprocal happineft; 
and, under this conviftion, he could not re- 
frain from offering them his warmeft and 
fincereft congratulations." 

Mr. Selby replied, ^' that he thanked him 
very cordially for his part of the friendly con- 
cern which he reftified in his welfare ; and 
fince," continued he, "you are the confi- 
dential friend of both of us, I may venture 
to repeat to you what I have been faying to 
Mrs. Audley — that in our refpcftive fitua- 
tions there could be no neceffity to protraft 
the completion of our intentions. I am ex- 
tremely anxious to fee her in a different 
ftation of life from her prefent, removed 
from this cottage' to Selby Houfe : and as 
delicacy prevents fuch a change un.ll Ihe has 
bcftowed on me her hand, my good wiflics 
towards her are obllrudled by a delay for 
which no good rcafon can be aTigned." 
« 

Mrs. 
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Mrs. Audley did not immediatdy reply, 
but^ after a fhort paufe^ (he acquired fufii- 
cient confidence to truft herfelf to fpeak, and 
ihe faid^ '^ that it was from motives of de- 
licacy that (he objeftcd to Mr. Selby's ideas 
on the fubjeft ; and as (he had lived three 
years in the obfcurity of the cottage without 
blame or rejproach, Ihe (hould be very forry, 
juft on quitting it^ to afibrd any room for 
the tongue of calumny to bufy itielf aboue 
her." 

Mr. Oliver then interrupted her> and fdxd, 
*« that whatever delays were interpofed^ the 
meddling part of the neighbourhood would., 
talk of the change which had taken place 
in her and ]^r. Selby's &miliess but this 
could not be of the leafl: confequence to 
either. What more then can they do, if the 
interval be fhortened, and an afiair> founded 
on fo proper and confiftent a baiis, fhould 
be brought to a conclufion with all conve- 
nient expedition V\ 

He 
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He was, of courfc, very ftrongly fccondcd 
by Mr. Selby j and, after that, Mrs. Audlcy 
made one or two more objeftions, which 
they eafily found means to over-rule. She was 
fain to accede to the determination, that the 
marriage ihould be concluded in the latter 
end of the Jucceeding week, and that no one 
fliould be prefent but Mr. Falcon, Mr. Sel- 
by's houfe-keepcr, and themfclvcs, Mr. 
Oliver being invcfted with the office of giv- 
ing Mrs. Audley's hand to Mr. Selby. 

This important arrangement being made, 
which had taken up fome time, Mr. Selby 
took his leave, having rcquefted the favour 
of Mr. Oliver's company home -, to which 
he immediately acceded, and the)f departed. 

Various, were the refleftions which arofe 
in Mrs. Audley's mind on being left to her- 
felf, in confcquence of the change which was 
(bon to take place in her condition. Al- 
though ftie felt a little fhockcd at thc/udden- 

VOL. lU c 9U/S 
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nejs of the event, yet fhe acknowledged to 
hcrfclf that there was fuch a dilparity in her' 
fituaiion and that of Mr* Selby, that the in- 
termediate intercourfe of vifits would be ex- 
tremely awkward and inconvenient to both 
parties ; and this would be efpecially the cafe 
with herfelf, as (he was the only female in 
the little circle. This reflcdion recalled her 
daugkter's abfence to her mind with re- 
doubled anguilh and regret for her lo(s \ and 
from this fubjeft of forrow, the affociation of 
ideas caufed her thoughts rapidly to caft a 
rttrofpeftive glance to thofe days when the 
father of that daughter wa^ living, and (he 
was happily united to them both. The 
ftorm which arofe within was extremely vio- 
lent. The coUifion of thefe feveral caufes of 
agitation produced very terrible effefts; but, 
happily, they foon fubfided from the natural 
gentlene& of Mrs. Audley's temper and con- 
ftitution. 

" Let mc not," faid (he to herfelf, " em- 
bitter the prcfcnt proved of happine(s by 

looking 
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looking back on that which is lofl:^ never to 
be recalled ! With refpcft to my {laughter, 
it is not unreafonable to hope that I may be 
yet joined to her again in happy fociety. 
The ftep I am about to take is much more 
likely to promote than to preclude that 
€vent. Why then fhould I not meet the 
dilpenfations of Providence with that cheer- 
ful gratitude which the happy reverfe of for- 
tune he has bcftowcd vpon me> moft un- 
deniably demands ? When he has prepared 
a table few me in the wildernefi, why fhould 
I not partake of the benefit, and blcfs the 
hand which has fo Uberally provided for 



k:q, chap. 
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CHAP. V. 



The Reader is requejied to join Mejfrs. Selby and 
Oliver. 



JR.. Selby and Mr. Oliver in the mean-- 
while purfued their walk to Selby Houfe. 
The day was gloomy and bleak, with fome 
drizzling rain, which occafioned them to 
make as much hafte as they could, and of 
courfe prevented much convcrfation by the 
way. Having arrived, a comfortable fire 
foon repaired the temporary inconvenience 
which they had fuffcred i and the news that 

dinner 
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dinner was at hand, was not unwelcome to 
them when their appetites were (harpened 
by the keennefs of the air and the exercife 
they had been taking. After dinner, their 
ufual time for confidential converfation, . Mr- 
Selby thought it was now a fit feafon to 
fpeak to his friend on the fubje<5t which had 
caufed him to iblicit his company home. 

" In every emergency, my dear friend,** 
faid he, " I find my fclf naturally led to have 
recourfc to you, I firft wifh to have the 
fanftion of your opinion how to a6t ; and 
when I have received your inftruftions, I re* 
quire your affiftance to put them into exc- 
cution.v I am certain that our friend Mrs, 
Audlcy muft require fome pecuniary aid to 
prepare for her removal here. Neither (he 
nor myfelf could bear that fhe fhould appear 
otherwife than would become the miftrefs of 
the houfe fhe was to inhabit. Yet ftill it is 
a delicate fubjedt for me to name to her, and 
I feel it to be quite an impollible thing for 
c 3 me 
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me to offer what may be ncbeflary on ftcb 
an occafion. Will you then gratify me 1<> 
far as to ufe a little mnocent deccption> and 
tell her that j^^« have recewed a fiim of mo- 
ney which you can Ipare, and proffer to her 
the loanof icx)L in five 20I. notes for the 
convenience of her dilpofing of them, ob^ 
fcrving to her that you will be repaid by her 
when fhe is inflated in that eafe of circum- 
ftances which will of courfc follow her union 
with myfclf ?'^ 

** I enter entirelyj" faid Mr. Oliver, '^ m^ 
to the delicacy of your mode of fupplying^ 
her unavoidable exigences on the prcfcnt 
occafion, and I w^> Sir, moft cheerfully put 
in execution the little fcheme you havt fug- 
gefted. It is mone than prc^able that fhe 
will fufpe<?t the fource of my riches, but I 
will do my utmoft to prevent her knowing 
it. It is rather unfair in me, however, to 
aflume a meritorious aftion to myfelf, to 
which i have no claim j however as I rererve 

ta 
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to myfclf the privilege of undeceiving her, 
when (he will thinlj: of repaying me, my in- 
juftice will be only for a time, and will be 
fully atoned for by the candour of the con- 
feffion I (hall then make." 

'^ This point is then determined on," faid 
Mr. Selby; " and to prevent miftakes from 
my forgetfulnefs, here is the loan adjufted as 
I fuggefted to you, and do not at any rate 
fufFer her to return part of it, as I fliould 
wifh her to furnilh herfelf with every thing. 
(h© con wan< in the greatcft plenty. Servants 
Arc very much guided by appearances, and I 
ihould be forry thet anyof minp fhoyki be 
iBiQed by ei:Cerior circamftances to zQ: (b |is 
to incur my di^caferf, and forfeit their 
I^aces> which they have long h?ld with com- 
fort CO tbemfelves and with my fiilkft appro* 
banon, I (hall take an early opportunity of 
Informing them of my intentions, and giving 
them the necefliry diredtions for preparing 
the boii£b for th^ reception of its r^ew inh^-- 
c 4 bitants^ 
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bitants. I have already, in my own mintf, 
allotted your bed-room and ftudy j and our 
friend Falcon will have the /econd arrange- 
ment of fimilar apartments." 

Mr. Oliver bowed, in acknowledgment 
of his friend's kind and partial attention tor 
his convenience and comfort, and obferved, 
" that he had ever found, fince he had bad 
the pleafure of knowing him, that no bufinefs 
of his own, no cares, however they occupied 
his mind, ever prevented him from attend- 
ing to the fmalleft minutiae which concerned 
the interefts of a friend. Were a man,^' 
' continued he, " to define friendfliip by the 
examplar of it which he would gather from 
reading the ftate of your mind, and by that 
pageant which exifts in the generality of the 
world, how totally different would the two 
dcfcriptions of the fame nominal Virtue be ? 
As difiererit as true religion, with all its 
heaven-born •excellence, and fqul bypcrijy 
mimicking its forms without the fmalleft 

portion 
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portion of its effential qualities ! How much 
am I already obliged by the real friendfliip 
I have experienced from you in the Ihort 
period of our acquaintance ! How have I 
been duped and ruined by thofe vile pro^ 
feffions of friendfhip in the world, which 
have raifed me into the air only to caft me 
down the precipice of utter and inevitable 
deftruftion!'' . 

' ^' Indulge me fo far," replied Mr. Sclby, 
*' as not to recur to painful recoUeftions at a 
time when I wilh to taflc your friendfhip fo 
fer, as to induce you to partake, as largely as 
you can, in my happinefs. I can only fay, 
that you will lay me under a great obligation 
by fo doing. Do you recollcft an old Latin 
poet, quoted by Cicero in his Offices, com- 
paring die pointing out the way to 'a tra-? 
vellcr wandering out of it, to the lighting of 
another's candle from one's own, and ob- 
fcrving on this allufion — 

** Nihilominus ipfi hceu quamvh iliam acandfnt P^* 

• C5 Juft 
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Juft fo^ I can truly zStrt, that I am never 
happy unlefi I can enable thofe around me 
to partake of my felicity; and that this 6iU 
fufion of my good things^ like the beftowing; 
of light from one torch to another^ commu- 
nicates the ble(nng> but never diminiihes it 
to myfelf in my own efHmation,*^ 



CHAP, 
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CHAP- VI. 



Dividgd between Selby Houfe and th Cottage^' 



Mi 



LR. Selby would not fufFer Mr^ Oliver 
to think of returning home that night.— ^ 
*^ You muft remember," faid he, " that 
this is as much your home as the cottage>. 
and will fpon be much mor^ fb." 

Mr. Oliver felt himfclf fo^ happy in his 

ftiend's company, that he found no difficulty 

in complying with his requeft. The evening: 

c 6' could; 
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could not fail to pafs pleafantly on j and con- 
vcrfation imperceptibly brought on the time 
of retiring to reft. Before Mr. Selby bade 
him adieu, he told him, " I will dilpenle 
with your company to breakfaftj but I be- 
ipeak your return to dinner, as I feel the ne- 
ceffity of your fociety to pals the time until 
my houfliold is eftabFifhed upon its new 
principles. I am at prefent like an unfettled 
and divided man, and until I can concentrate 
niyfelf as it were, by uniting that part of me, 
which is at Selby Houfe, with what fojpurns 
at the cottage, I am ill at eafc/* 

Mr. Oliver replied, " that he was always 
at his friend's difpofal, and would pundually 
comply with his direftions/' 

^ ■■ . • * 

Agreeably to the arrangements which they 
prefcribed, he fet out betimes in the morn- 
ingy and took his breakfaft at the cottage 
with Mrs, Audley, 

« I am 



, \ 
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- . '^ I am quite defcrtcd now," laid 
flie, " by my gueil, with, whom I have 
taken fo many quiet repafts in our little 
cottage." 



**o^ 



'^ I plead guilty to the charge/* he re- 
plied, " at prejenti I fliall foon be an in- 
truder on your hofpitality, under another 
roof; but in no fituation can I be more in- 
debted to your ^ithful and alCduous en- 
deavours to promote my comfort, than I 
have already been. When I was deferted and 
forlorn, a ftranger in a ftrangc land, I found 
an afylum with you, afforded with fuch ge- 
nuine and unaffeded hofpitality, that, to the 
laft pang of agonizing nature, I fhall re- 
member the obligations I owe you with un* 
Ipeakable gratitude. It is," added he, " un- 
der the confcioufnefs of thefe obligations 
that I adventure to intrude upon you fo far 
as to entrc^i^rou to accept of this little loan, 
which may be, juft now, of ufe to you, 
and is at prcfcnt lying by me unoccupied. 

1 am 
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I am fate tkat you rauft have occafion for 
it ; and I fiiall expeft to be paid whea, as 
«uftre(s of Seltrjr-Haufc, your finances wilt 
be infinitely beyond my own." 

Saying this, he put the little paper-parceF^ 
which had been committed to him by Mr. 
Selby, into her hands. Mrs. Audley opened 
it in filence ; and having counted over th& 
amount of its contents, in fome furprifc, 
aiked him — " And what,. Sir, muft I do 
with all this moijey ? How can I dilpofe of 
fve twenty pound Bank notes ?" 

'^ Pardoa me," faid he, ** my dear Ma- 
dam } a lady's wardrobe will very ibon expend . 
diem : and I appeal to your 6wn ideas of 
propriety, whether that of the miftrels of 
.Selby-Houfe muft not be extremely differ- 
ent from that of the tenant of this humble 
habitation." 

"lata 
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^' I am t)verwhrfmcd with gratitude^ 
Sir,** anfWcrcd Mrs. Audlcy, ^* for your 
confiderate liberality towards me. In this 
view it wai be no difficnlt matter for me to 
difpofe of your loan, reduced as I have 
lately been in every refpeft. But how (hall 
I be fure that you will not have occafion 
for them, before I am rich enough to reim- 
byrfe you ? Do not fiiffer your generofity 
to me to fuperfede your attention to yoiw: 
own probable wants*^*^ 

Mr. OEver bluftied at having praftifcd a 
deception with his friend, although no pof- 
fible evil could redound to any one from ic 
Stilly however, he fck liimfelf aukward ani 
cmbarraflcd, in die receiving of acknowledge 
ments whkh he was confcious that he did 
not deferve. The injunftions, however, of 
Mr. Selby overcame his fcruples for the pre- 
fcnt ; and he promifcd himfelf ample com* 
penfetbn for his (ilcnce, when the time 
ihould come for her to offer to return his pre- 
3 tended 
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tended loan. He then put her in the way 
of procuring, from the neareft capital town, 
what fhe might have occafion to purchafe ; 
and recommended to her not to be fparing 
in expence, as fomething fliould be facri- 
ficed to appearance, in the change fhe was 
about to experience, efpecially with refpeft 
to the inferiors, who belonged to the family 
of Selby-Houfe, and who were apt to at- 
tach a confequence to exteriors which did 
not rightfully belong to them. She ac- 
quiefced in the force of his bbfervations, 
land availed herfelf of his direftions ; and 
farther requefted him to write one or two 
letters to tradefmen of his acquaintance at 

' , for the feveral articles, of which 

Ihe would have occafion. And thus; having 
completely executed, firft the commiflion 
of Mn Selby, and then that of Mrs. 
Audley, in all the it ceteras which fhe. de- 
tailed to him, he bade her adieu for the 
prefent, and returned to Selby-Houfe, 
not a little pkafcd with 'tlie fuccefs of his 

ingenious 



THE SECLUDED MAN. 4I 

ingenious addrefs; although it was^ per- 
haps, the firft time in his life that he de- 
rived any fatisfaftion from a deliberate de- 
viation from the prccifc line of truth and 
redlitudc. 



CHAP* 
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CHAP. VIL 



Tranfaiiions at Selh^'Houftn 

R. Oliver related to Mr. Selby the 
refiilt of his endeavours to affift Mrs. Aud- 
ley, according to the mode which he prc- 
fcribed, and received from him his acknow- 
ledgments for thefe good offices. 

Various are the methods by which we catt 
be obliged by a friend. When we are in the 
cnjoyipcnt of every thing which can be 

given 
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given by cafy and unembarraflcd circum- 
ftances, we are out of the reach of fub- 
ftantial favours; but flill there is a feries 
of benefits which can be conferred upon us, 
by thofc whole pecuniary means are infi- 
nitely below our own ; and there are none 
which are fb flattering, in the receipt of 
them, as thofe which indulge the peculiari- 
ties of our temper, and comply with the 
fancies of our imagination. Of this kind 
had been the good offices rendered by Mr* 
Oliver to Mr. Sclby, in rcfpcft of the 
fupply he had conveyed from him to Mrs. 
Audley, under pretence of its being an im- 
mediate loan from himfelf ; and we may be 
afllired that nothing could, at that particu* 
lar junfture, have been more grateful to Mr. 
Sdby than the complete fuccefs of his friend 
in that inftance. He ^rther informed him^. 
that he had expedited for her the procuring 
of thofc things, which he intended (houid be 
purchaied by the money -, and by this affi- 
duity alfo he felt himfelf greatly obliged. 

la 
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I 

In the midft of thefe agreeable occur- 
rences, Mr. Selby's letters, by the poll, were 
brought in to him ; and, among them, he 
quickly difcovered one from his Hamburgh 
correfpondent, which he as haftily opened, 
and eagerly perufed its dontents. He was 
not long in communicating them to Mr. 
Oliver i by which he learnt that the deceafed 
lady's name was Belmont^ and that, during 
her life time, fhc had been in the habit of 
writing and receiving letters from a fon, to 
whom fhe direfted, as John Belmont^ Efq, 
■ ^ • Street^ ' Square^ Lond$n.^^' 

He obferved, in continuation, that there was 
no doubt tharMr. Selby would receive in- 
formation concerning the young lady, who 
left England with his mother ; but whether 
' he had had any communication with her (ince 
her return to England, it was impoffiblc 
that he could tell. 

" Should you. Sir,*' he wrote to Mr, 
Sclby, " be fo fortunate as to get any in- 
telligence 
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tellrgcnce pf her, you will find her to be 
an angel, both in form ' and mind 5 you 
muft pardon me for laying, that I fhall envy 
you the privilege of converfing with her. 
Should your generous and liberal fpirit be 
inclined to confer any favours upon her, in 
order to ameliorate her lot, which I lament 
is not what her Angular worth entides her 
to, you will experience in her a difintercfted 
rcluftance to be laid under obligations, and 
a fingular independence ' of nature, which 
adds dignity even to the poverty to which 
Ihe has been, no doubt, reduced j as it is 
impoffiblc that with fuch fentimcnls fhc 
could have been born in a ftatc of indigence 
and humiliation." 

" All then,'' faid Mr. Selby, " that wc 
can gather from this letter is, that we muft 
fcek out Mr. Belmont, and enquire from 
him every thing he can inftrudl us in, rc- 
fpefting the young lady who accompanied his 
mother abroad, and endeavour to obtain 

from 
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from him fome information where (he is to 
be met with ; for even the difference of name 
would not induce me to abandon the hope of 
her being the daughter of Mrs, Audley; 
fincc the fame defire of concealment might 
occafion her to change it, when driven by 
ncceffity to live in dcpendance upon another. 
My correfpondent's account of her gives us 
reafon to believe that (be poflcfles a lofiy 
fpirit; and it is tnore than probable tiiat 
the fame caufc would produce a fimilar ef- 
fe6t in the daughter, as it had done in the 
cafe of the mother/' 

Mr. Oliver concurred with Mr. Selby in 
opinion ; and it was agreed upon by them, 
that the fooner he could addrefs Mr. Bel- 
mont, the better, 

" You w[ill, of courfe> my dear Sir,'* 
faid Mr. Oliver, *' io word your applica- 
tions to him, as to convince him that you 
are making an enquiry of confiderable im« 

portancc 
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portance to yourfelf, or to fome one who is 
dear to you; and he will be, no doubt, in- 
duced to take fome pains in giving you as 
iatisfaftory an anfwer as poffible.'* 

Mr. Selby immediately repaired to the 
ftudy, and hafted to indite and difpatch die 
letter, on which he flattered himfelf that 
much depended for the completion of Mrs. 
Audley's happinefe. This being done, the 
dinner invited them to partake of its refrefli- 
ment, which being completed, they pafled 
away a pleafmg afternoon ; and in the even- 
ing Mr. Oliver returned to the cottage, to 
inform Mrs., Audley of the letter which had 
been received from Hamburgh, and of the 
fteps which Mr. Selby had taken in confc- 
quencc with Mr. Belmont, in order to im- 
prove the intelligence it conveyed to 'fome, 
^feful and fatisfaftory purpofe, with regard 
to her daughter. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. VIII. 



T[he hiftory goes on for part of ttvo days. 

HERE could not be any thing which 
could more efFeftually commend Mr. Selby 
to Mrs. Audley's good graces, than his afli- 
duities in gaining fome accounts of her 
daughter, in order to her final recovery^ 
When that event fliould take place, it would 
be evident that ihe had clofed her account 
with hope on this fide the grave s and gent- 
ly to linger through the remainder of her 

life, 
a 
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life, with her and the newly adopted partner 
of her days^ would be all the occupation to 
which fhe had to look forward. She en- • 
quired very particularly of Mr. Oliver, 
whether Mr. Selby had any knowledge of 
the Belmont family \ and having learned that 
he had only heard of the name, (he declared 
her entire ignorance of them 5 wondering, if 
her Arabella was indeed the young lady in 
qucftion, by what means fhe had obtained 
admiflion among them : '* Although," fhe 
obferved, " without facrificing too largely to 
maternal vanity, I can venture to afTert, 
that after her introduction, her own merits 
would be a fufficient pafTport to their eflecm 
and attachment." 

Mr. Oliver replied, ^^ That the field of 
conjefture was fo very wide,, that one would 
be loft in attempting to explore all its mazes. 
Providence, in the proteftion of its favour- 
ites, made ufe of fuch a variety of fecon- 
dary caufes, that^ it was impoflible to trace 

VOL. lu ' D ' the 
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the path by which they were finally led to 
the happincfs intended for them, from their 
outlet on the journey of life. The road 
might be often perilous, difficult, tircfome, 
and circuitous : the objeft might be involved 
in clouds of darknels, and frequently be en- 
tirely loft fight of 5 but that eye, which never 
numbers, and to which " the night is as 
clear as the day," kept it always in view, 
and would infallibly guide the wanderer to its 
poffeffion,. in final tranquillity of enjoyment. 
Thofe, on the contrary, who were unfor- 
tunately excluded from his favour, by for^ 
future or otberwife^ whatever were their 
profpefts, or their abilities, without bis pre- 
venting and alTifting grace, could never at- 
tain to the reality of happinefs ; and, what- 
ever might be their intermediate fuccefs, 
would come to an ^untimely end. — But I am 

• The intelligent and dccp-thinking reader may poflibly 
Ju^eQ Mr. Oliver 6f an atuchmcnt to a fpecies of quali* 
fied fredefiiuation. On this head' we mttft leave him to his 
own judgment to decide. 

infcnfibly 
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infenfibly wandering into the wilds of {pecu- 
lation/' faid he, " when you are not inclined 
to liftcn to my revewcs. I am rather fa* 
tigued with my walk which I have taken to- 
day, and, with your permiflion, would wifti 
to go early to bed. 

On the morrow, when breakfeft was over^ 
and Mr. Oliver was preparing to avail him- 
felf of a very fine, though cold day, to take 
a long walk, a fervant came up to the 
door with feme game, as a prefent to Mrs. 
Audley from Mr. Selby, and , a note to 
Mr. Oliver, in which he requefted him to 
apologize to Mrs. Audley for not calling on 
her himfelf, on account of bufincfs which 
detained him at home for the day ; and re- 
qucfting that he would contrive to come over 
to Selby-Houfe to a late dinner, with an in- 
tention of remaining there all night: — 
*' and, in return, I will,'* faid he in the 
conclufion of the note, " invite myfclf, 
with the pcrmiffion. of Mrs. Audley, to 
D 2 dine 
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dine at the cottage to-morrow, at her ufual^ 
hour." . . 



The arrangement could not fail to be 
pleafing, in every rcfpeft, to all parties.; 
and the fervant was dircdted to return with 
their compliments, and Mr. Oliver's .pro- 
mife to be with him, in due time, on the 
fre/ent day, and Mrs. Aud ley's hope cx- 
preffed, that fhe fhould fee Mr. Selby on 
the morrow. 

Every thing 'being thus adjufted to the 
general fatisfaftion, Mr. Oliver purfued his 
intention of a long walk, which, with a 
circle of charitable vifits he defigned to pay 
among the poor^ who had long been the 
penfioners on his little purfe, would, he knew, 
occupy the time, until it would be proper 
to direft his courfe to the hofpitable manfion 
of his friend. Mrs. Audley (to whom neat- 
nefs and clcanlincfs appeared tp be, with 
reipeft to exteriors^ what godiinefs was to 

the 
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the miftJy fincc the one, fhe faid, was purify 
without^ and the other was purity within) 
immediately, on his departure, began to 
fet every thing in the beft order which 
the nature of the cottage would admit of, 
againft the intended vifu of the morrow. 
Every affiduity of that kind was ftimulated 
and encouraged by. the conviftion that no- 
thing would efcapc the penetrating eye of 
Mr. Selby, who would moft probably judge 
of her future cdnduA of his houfe, by the 
decent regularity and condition of her own.. 

The reader will have no reafon to blame 
her for this Ipecies of prudent foreBght, 
titict he win, no do\abt, allow it to be no 
fmall rt'crommehdation of a partner for life, 
to a feafonable man, to be convinced that 
ihfe is a good boujewife ; and he muft kno^ 
that it is very poflible to poffefi every Jenje 
hui common Jenfey and that this is a very 
great misfortune to the poflcflbr, as well as 
his or her coiincdtions. 

p 3 CHAP. 
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CHAP. IX. 



Mr. Oliver at dinner at Selby-Heufe. 



LR. Oliver was punftoal to his time at 
Mr. Selby's, and found him juft difcngaged 
from the bufinefs he had had to tranfad^ 
during a long morning, with his tenants be- 
longing to a diftant eftate. He received 
Mr. Oliver with his ufual cordiality of friend- 
Ihip; and informed him that he had juft 
read a letter from Mr. Falcon, in which he 
informed him, that on his arrival at the 
• houfe 
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houfe of the patron of the living, he had 
learned that he was in London, and that 
having obtained his addrefs there, he was 
on the point of ^ following him ; where, if 
he could be of any fervice to Mr. Selby or 
his other friends of the village, he fhould 
be happy to be favoured with a letter^ di- 
refted to him at Hotel. 

" I think this,'* continued Mr. Selby, 
to be fb fevourable a circumftance, with 
rclpeft to the enquiries we wi(h to be made 
concerning the Belmont femily, that I fhall 
write to him in fuch a manner, as that he 
may produce my letter, in juftification of 
his paying a perfonal vifit to Mr. Belmont, 
and renewing thofe folicitations of informa- 
tion, which I had communicated beYore by 
letter: and if^'' faid he, " any dircftions 
fliould lead to a fearch to be made in Lon- 
don and its environs, he m^y be at hand to 
purfue it before his return ; although I fhall 
let him know of a certain good office he has 
©4 to 
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to perform for me the latter end of tnc 
next week, for which I fhould be forry to 
employ any fubftitute in his place. Con- 
cluding that this extenfion of his journey 
may be an inconvenient, as well as an un- 
expected call on his purfe, I fhall take care 
to inclofe him fomething in aid of his own 
refources. It is the bufinefs of friendfliip,*' 
added he, " to anticipate the wants of thofe 
whom it really eftecms, and to (pare them 
the neceflity of lignifying them, in order to 
be relieved or prevented. It is a poor pre- 
text which is often made for backwardneft 
on this head, that we do not hiow that af- 
fiftance is required, or will be accepted.— 
Where confidence has previoufly fubfifted 
tetween the parties, conjeSture mbft com- 
morSy amounts to certainty ; and the tender, 
where it prdves to be unncccffary, can never 
give Offence." 

^^ You think fo juftly and fo delicatelyj 
my dear Sir," replied Mr. Oliver, " on 

every 



THE SECLUDED MAN". 57 

every fubjeft, that I have only to hear your 
fcntimcrits, in order to approve thdm." 

The dinner was now announced, and, 
after its unufual delay, was no unwelcome 
event. When it was over, Mr. Selby re- 
tired to fulfil his intentions, rcfpefting his 
writing to Mr. Falcon ; and we may depend 
upon it, that he was not forgetful of the in- 
clofure, to which he alluded in his converfa- 
tion with Mr. Oliver. The reader may 
perhaps wonder why he fliould have men- 
tioned fuch a cirCumftance to him at all ; 
and he may be inclined to think it rather 
ojlentation than othcrwife. But let him re- 
member, that the intimacy between Mr. 
Selby and Mr. Oliver was fo ftriftly confix 
dentialy tKat difcourfe between them was only 
thinking aloud \ and it may be right to ex- 
plain to him, that Mr. Selby efteeming afts 
of bendficence to be not meritorious deedsy 
which be had the option of performing or 
mitting^ but duties indifpenfihky had men- 

D 5 tioncd 
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tioned this donation to his friend, merely to 
fhew him that he had no more left undone this 
good office to Mr. Falcon, than that which 
his letter intended to render to Mrs. Aud- 
ley. He left it to the children of avarice 
and prodigality, the firft of whom never give, 
as the laft give without any principle of cha- 
rity at ally to confider the declaration of an 
ad of gcnerofity, as a forcible ftimulus to 
the doing of it. For his part, he had 
named his defign to Mr. Oliver, as a matter 
cf courje j an intimation of a fiift to a^in- 
dred mind, which, under fimilar circum- 
ftances, would have gone and done likewife^ 
Thefe explanations may perhaps be confi- 
dcred as unneceflary ; but fincc we knoWy 
from undoubted authority, that Mr. Sclby 
was a man of the pureft benevolenccy and the 
truefi charity, as well as the pro/oundeft hu^ 
mility, we fhould extremely regret that our 
readers fhould not do him the ftrifteft juf- 
tice. In faft, to think evil of him, would 
be to difhonour virtue kfclfi as impoflible ta 

be 



THE SECLUDED MAN. {9 

be exemplified in human nature $ and would 
be to afford a triumph to the wicked and 
the hypocritical, which we have no inclina* 
tion to indulge them in. We have, there- 
fore, thought it incumbent on us to ftep be- 
yond our general line of leaving fomething 
to be underftood, that if then JhouU be any 
inclined to cenfurc our much cftcemcd friend, 
Mr. Selby, it might not be from any mifrc- 
prefcntaticfn or omilTion on our part. 



d6 chap. 
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CHAP. X. 



Some intelligence from Mr. Falcon. 



F 



OUR days had now clapfed fince Mr. 
Selby had written to Mr. Falcon, when, as he 
and Mr. Oliver were at Selby-Hpufe, con- 
verfing on the fubjeft of the letter which 
had been fent to him to London, the poft 
brought the following letter from him to- Mr. 
Selby:— 

• [^ London^ 
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** Lond&n^ HoteU Off. 179-^. 

*^ MY DEAR SIR, 

" I had many rcafons of inclination and 
duty to have fooncr anfwered your obliging 
letter, for which I am, upon every account, 
greatly your debtor ; but I was wifhful to 
have an interview with Mr. Belmont, in or- 
der to be poffeffcd of fomething worthy to 
be communicated on a fubjcft fo highly in- 
tcrefting to us all. It is not tHl this morn- 
ingithat he has condefcendcd to fee me, after 
repeated calls; and notwithftanding that I 
left a written note, informing him of the 
purport of my vifit, and referring him to 
the contents of the letter which he had re- 
ceived from you. 

*' At'length this great man has vouch- 
fafed to give me an audience for a few mi- 
nutes J he received me with ^that coldneft 
and hauteur, which chills and confounds an 
inferior, land, where he has a favour to aflc, 
is a <:ertain prognoftic of a rcfufal. Hap- 
pily 
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pily for me I had no other fevour to a(k^ 
than the anfwering one or two queftions; 
and this feemcd, in his opinion, to be more 
than I had a right to expeft, and greater 
condefcenfion than he ought to fhew to the 

poor Curate of . He faid, that he, 

was rather furprifcd that you or myfelf fhould 
conceive that he could recoiled any thing 
concerning the young woman, who had been 
hired to attend his mother abroad. In feft, 
he knew nothing more of her than having 
once or twice fcen her before they left Eng- 
land i and owned (he was a decent looking 
perfon, but too proud for her low condition^ 
as was too often the cafe with people of her 
Jtamp. He had received a letter from her, 
during his mother's illnefs, which was figned 
Arabella Manleyi 2Xi^ ftnce her death, and 
.die young woman's return, fhe had written 
him a note, offering to wait op him^ to deli- 
ver a pifture of the deceafcd, which (he had 
been ordered to bring to him herfelfi by his 
mother \ and that note he believed was ad- 

dreifed 
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drefi^d from ftrect, or fomc fuch ob- 

fcurc place, No. lo, or 15, he could not 
tell which ; and that having anfwercd her, 
that (he fhould bring the pifture on fuch a 
morning, (which he named to her) (he had 
come, and had left the pi6ture, he not hav- 
ing thought it worth the trouble of feeing 
her. He faid, that he fuppofed there would 
be now no neceflity to anfwer your letter, 
for that I knew all he had to communicate, 
and more than he had wifhed to be troubled 
about. 

" I felt fo Ihocked at the infolence of his 
deportment, fo truly charafteriftic of a greaf 
many in the worldly acceptance of the cx- 
prellion, that I was glad to be rid of his 
company as foon as poffible ; and he need not 
fear another vifit or application from myfelf^ 
nor do I conceive that you will honour him 
with another addrefs. 

« I, how- 
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*' I, however, did not fail immediately td 
purfue the vague direftions he had given me ; 
and I found out the little lodging where 
Mi/s Arabella' Manley had taken up her 
abode for a few days after her return. Since 
that period, the people of the houfe in- 
formed me, that fhe had gone into the 
country, but where they could not tell j 
they believed m Wales. It was to the mafter 
of the houfe . and his daughter that I had an 
opporturiity of fpeaking : they faid that the 
miftrefs of the family, (the wife of the one, and 
the mother of the bther) who was gone into 
the country for two days, might pqffibly in* 
fornl me more to my jatisfaftion. 

" Having finilhed my own particular bu- 
finefs much to my fatisfaftion, and met with 

the kindeft reception from Mr. , to 

whom your letter, on the fubjeft of the liv- 
ing, was addrefled, I have only to wait for 
the event of the two days, when I fliall fet 
my 6ce for home, in the pleafing cxpcfta- 

tion 
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tion of finding my three valuable and be- 
loved friends in perfcft health. 

'^ I congratulate you moft fincerely on 
the approaching circumftancc of which ydu 
allude, and will perform the part required of 
me with the alacrity of a fincere and much 
obliged friend. As fuch, with beft regards 
to Mr. Oliver and Mrs. Audlcy, 

"I remain, my dear Sir, 
*' Moft truly and faithfully yow*s, 

^' J. Falcow/' 

" Oar friend," faid Mr. Seftry, t)n tbn- 
cludiiig his letter, ** has taken a great deal 
of pains, but to very little purpofc as ytt. 
Wt ffiall fee Or hear from him at the conclti- 
fion of the two days, and perhaps fliall gain 
fomething more clear and fatisfeftory on 
\irhich to ground our hopes or our know- 
ledge. At prefent the whole floats upon the 
'Wing of conjefturc, and it is painful to an 

imxious 
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anxious mind to be fuipendcd under fuch 
a guidance. I wilh, however,, that Mrs. 
Audlcy might fee the letter; and, after 
dinner, will take the liberty of committing 
it to your care, to be communicated to her. 
I think that it was rather fortunate that 
Mr. Falcon was in town, as it is more 
than probable that Mr. Belmont would not 
have vouchfafed to anfwer my letter. — 
Of all the liberties which the great take 
with thofe whom they conceive to be 
their inferiors, the moft infolent and the 
moil intolerable is that of not anfwering 
their letters. It has ever been the prinr 
ciple of my life to be punftual in my 
cpiftolary . correfpondc^ce j and, in pro- 
portion as the writer was humiliated and 
unfortunate, I have been the more fcru- 
pulous in replying. To bruije the broken 
reedy and to treat the poor and the dif^ 
trejfed with negleSl and contempt y, is a Ja^ 
crilege upon human nature. Thefe obfcr- 
vations do not, indeed^ apply to Mr. 

Belmont 
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Belmont and myfelfy between whom there 
can be no inequality; but they have 
naturally arifen out of the iubjeft of Mr. 
Falcon's letter^ and I could liot avoid ex- 
prcfling them to you/* 



CHAP. 
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BttsfeaafesaefiBttfeBChtt 



CHAP. XI. 



Mr, Olivtr's wall tt tht cottagt. 



W. 



HEN the. dinner was over, and the 
two friends had remained a (hort time to- 
gether, Mr. Oliver, without waiting for tea, 
took the letter from Mr. Sclby, and pro-* 
ceeded to the cottage, in order to give 
Mrs. Audley an opportunity of reading it. 
Although there was nothing at all decifive 
in its contents, yet it made a fpecics of 
break and interval in the ftate of fufpenfe, 

in 
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in lyhlch a continued filence left them ; and 
therefore if it could not relieve pain, it 
fcrved to. amu/e it for a moment. He got 
home juft as the good lady was fet down to 
her tea, who received him with that wel- 
come which always greeted his return. He 
was not long before he put the letter into 
her hands, which (he eagerly opened and 
read. The tears ftarted in her eyes, as they 
glanced over that paflagc which recounted 
Mr. Belmont's infolent manner of fpeaking 
of the young lady, who, (he was firmly per- 
fuaded, was her own daughter ; but whether 
ihe was or not, her feelings could not fail 
to be excited at fuch undeferved and unge- 
nerous liberty taken with the unfortunate.^ 



■ ■ ** That fcorn and contumely, 
*« Which patient merit of the unworthy takes," 

feemcd to touch her to the quick; and 
when fhe refle<fted that all that and worfe ' 
her dau^ter might have been obliged to 
endure for a long and weariibme period ; and 

now 
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now that flie was about to be railed to a 
fltuation, wherein fhe could protc6t her from 
the frowns of an ungracious and unfeeling 
world, the confideration that flic was yet out 
of the reach of her maternal affeftion — this 
complicated view of what was paffed, and of 
what was yet to come, combined to render 
her for a moment truly mifcrable. 

When flie ended the letter, Mr. Oliver 
liiffered the tide of forrow to fubfide before 
he Ipokej and when he found her more 
compofed, he gently reproved her for giving 
way fo much to feelings which were extremely 
pernicious to herfelf, and could not be of 
fcrvice to any one. He obferved to her, 
that pride and infolcnce, like Mr. Belmont's, 
was beft requited with contempt -, that, at 
any rate, it did not appear thdt the young 
lady in queftion had be^n fubjeft to its in- 
fluence. The account of his mother, as 
given by Mr. Selby's correipondent, had 
been extremely in her favour f and there- 
fore 
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fore it certainly ^vas as well to conceive that 
Ihe had been happy with her as other^ife. 
The world fufEciently abounded with real 
forrow, without burdening ourfelves with 
additional woes, which were created by a 
fruitful imagination. He obfcrved, that the 
name of the young lady was faid to be Ara^ 
bella Manley j the coincidence of the cbrijlian 
name was certainly very flattering, nor was 
the diSerence of the /urname of any confe- 
quence, as it was more than probable, that 
when obliged to embark on a life of depen- 
dance, (he would chufe to drop her family 
name, from motives of delicacy, \v hich had 
influenced Mrs, Audley under fimilar cir- 
cumflances of diftrefs. 

Mrs, Audley replied, that Ihe had made 
the fame remark on reading the letter, and had 
filently commented on it, to a fimilar efFeft 
with himfclf. She had been prepared for 
hearing that the young lady would have a 
name difierent from her own, although fhc 
5 ihould 
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Ihould be her daughter ; aad that the cbrijiian 
name (hould be the lame as hcr's, was a 
ground of hope on which fhc built a very 
fubftantial fuperftrufture. " However," 
concluded fhc, " two or three days more 
will moft probably give us greater light 
than we at prefent poflefs. And after wait- 
ing fo long as I have already done, I muft 
furely be able to be patient for their interval. 
Yet when the fupreme is contrafted to a 
narrow compafs, and our view extends, as it 
were, to both fides of the ftrait, which di-. 
vides us from the fhore we wifh to reach, 
the feparation is the nK)re irkfome, and the 
trial the more fevere," 

" I can only fay to you, my dear Ma- 
dam," anfwered Mr. Olivei:, " that the 
greater the difficulty, the higher will hot 
your merit in overcoming it. The change, 
which b .fo foon to take place in your condi- 
tion, will give you every advantage in liir- 
mounting it which you can dcfire. And it 

is 
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is impoffible that you can have more fincere 
friends than you poffefs to co-operate with 
your own endeavours, and to promote the 
accomplifliment of your wifties. / am the 
leaft affluent of the party j but I can only 
repeat to you now^ what, I truft, my ge- 
neral condudt muft have long ago proved 
to you to be the faft, that what I can do, 
you may command to the utmoft of my abi- 
lity. And, perhaps, there is no moment 
when we feel fo poignantly our deficiencies, 
and our neceffities, as that wherein we are 
fenlible that a friend (lands in need of our 
fources, and are equally convinced that it is 
out of our power to exert any efforts in their 
behalf. The confcioufnefs of inability is 
always afflifting ; but when ic precludes the 
excrcife of the virtues of benevolence and 
friendlhip, it is oppreflive and diftrcffing to 
the laft degree: it is torturing th^ animal 
with the agonies of man.'* 



VOL. II. K CHAP. 
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GHAP. XII. 



Mr. Falcon returns to the village. 



N( 



lOTHING particular paffed for four days; 
at the end ofwhich period Mr. Falcon made his 
appearance atSelby-Houfe, where he alighted 
from his journey without going home. Mr. 
Oliver happened to be with Mr. Selby at the 
time of his arrival ; and no event could^ at 
that feafon, have been, more welcome than 
his joining them. Their enquiries naturally kd 
them to know what information he had further 

gained 
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gained on the fubjeft of the young lady. 
He told them, that he had waited ,impa« 
tiently for the expiration of the two days, 
when the good woman Caniie home. All 
that he had learned from her, was ftich a 
defcription of her peribn as gave him every 
Teafon to believe that Ihe was his Arabella. 
As to the place of her retreat, (he had af- 
fured him that it was in fome part of 
Wales ; buir where exaftly fhe Could not 
tell. The yourtg lady, flie complained, was 
extremely referved, and feemed to be under 
great affli<5tion and habitual melancholy ; but 
what was the caufe of it (he h^d never re- 
vealed. Her drefs was that of deep mourn- 
ing, which, Ihc apprehended, was on ac- 
count of the death of a very particular 
friend s but this event, although a great mis- 
fortune, was not the ible reafi>n, fhe was 
fure, of her extreme dcjeftion. Her canfi- 
dence, however, had not gone beyond that 
point ; and all the good woman faid farther 
was hei* own conjeiflure, and entirely unia« 
£ 2 tisfadtory. 
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dsfaftory. " Knowing," added Mr. Fal- 
con, " that the fcarch of my dear girl, on 
this information, was likely to be a work of 
time ; and that my prefence here would be 
rcquifite, as well for my parochial bufinels, 
as on account of my worthy friend, Mr. 
Sclby, r determined to come home firft, and 
afterwards to fet out on a peregrination through 
Wales, to find, if poffible, tjic beauteous 
ftranger, in the fond hope that flic is my 
long loft Arabella/' 



•o 



His friends could not do otherwifc than 
approve ,what he had done ; although they 
were ftillleft to depend upon hope, yec 
deferred, with very little profpeft of its be- 
ing realized. After taking fome refrefli- 
ment, he took his, leave, faying that he 
thought it his duty to fee Mrs. Audley as fbon 
as poffible, to inform her of the fuccels of his 
enquiries, and of the plan he intended to 
purfuc after the important bufinefs of the 
week was completed, Mr. Oliver accom- 
panied 
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panicd him in his walk to the cottage j and 
they found Mrs. Audlcy bufied in prcpara* 
tions for the marriage, which was now very 
near at hand. She received Mr. Falcon with 
vifible anxiety in her countenance ; and he 
hafted to relieve her, at leaft from that ftatc 
of fufpcnfe which proceeded from her not 
knowing what he had learned after the two 
days mentioned in his letter to Mr. Sclby. 
He, in few words, proceeded therefore to 
recount to her what he had juft before re- 
lated at Sclby- Houfe. 

Mrs. Audley plainly perceived that her 
hopes were" ftill involved in the greateft ob- 
fcurity s and that little advantage could be 
promifed to themfelves from fo vague a pur- 
fuit after an unknown perfon, fomcwhere 
concealed in Wales, who, when found, 
might not be the individual whom they 
only flattered themfelves that ihe was. 

BJ It 
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This turn to the converfation produced 
the efFeft he wifticd ; peace and tranquil- 
lity refumed their place in the minds of 
his friends, and they parted happy iinder 
their influence. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIIL 



Containing fame intelligence which the Reader ha? 
for fome time had reafpn to expe£f. 

HE day was now at hand, which was 
to unite Mrs. Audley with Mr. Selby,-r* 
Every thing was duly arranged and pre- 
pared at his happy manfion for the change 
which was about tb* take place. Mcfficurs^ 
Oliver and Falcon took poflclTion of the 
apartments which they were to occupy j; 
and nothing, was wanting to initiate Mrs^ 
E 5 Audley 
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Audley into her privileges, as miftreis of the 
whole, but the ceremony which made her 
the wife of Mr. Sclby. 

At length the day aftually arofe when 
the event was decided to happen. The 
gentlemen proceeded, in Mr. Selby's car- 
riage, to the cottage, to take .up Mrs. 
Audley; and from thence condufted her 
to the church, where the houfekeeper, in 
all the prim neatnels of her ftation, was 
ready to receive them. 

When Mr. Falcon had difcharged his 
duty, with the becoming folcmnity of the 
fervice, they bent their way to Sclby-Houfe, 
whiclji now, for the firft time, the bride 
(whom we ihall henceforth diftinguifh by 
the name of Selby) entered, and was fa- 
luted, by all her party, as lady paramount of 
Selby-Houfe. The fcrvants were admitted 
to pay their compliments to their newmiftrefs, 
who received them with that dignified com- 
3 pofure 



THB SECLUDED MAN. 83 

pofure and propriety, which proved that (he 
was not raifed to a new ilation, but had 
only rcfumed a rank to which fhe had bccrt 
born, and was accuftomed to filh 

The day being remarkably fine, they 
ibon propofed a walk over the ipacious and 
elegant grounds, although their beauty was, 
in fome meafure, obfcured and loft 'by the 
feafon of the year, which diveftcd the trees 
of that luxuriant vegetation which adorned 
them in the fiimmer. In the courfe of 
their walk they naturally went into the 
green-houfe and hot-houfej and Mr. Oli- 
ver pointed out to Mrs. Selhy his litde- 
cpUeftion'of plants, which he had removed, 
from the cottage, and feer^ed to be re- 
vived in the advantageous fituation in which, 
they were now placed.. 

The view of thofe ancient companions of 

her folitude, recalling days of forrow and 

diftrcil, drew from her. eyes an involuntary 

E 6 tear, , 
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tear, which flic haftily wiped away, left it 
ihould fcem to ill accord with the felicity 
of the engagement (he had on that day entered 
into with one of die worthieft of men. — 
From thefc her attention was diverted to the 
variety of beauty and fragrance which 
bloomed around her, and which Mr. Selby 
explained to her in the moft intelligible 
and pleafing terms, as he ieleded for her 
a nofegay of fuch as were moft grateflil to 
the fenfes of fight and fmell i and prefented 
them with an affeftionate grace, which more 
than doubly enhanced their value. 

After having fpent two hours very plea- 
fantly in thefc occupations, they adjourned 
to the houfe, where the dinner foon after 
made its appearance, fprcad with an extraor- 
dinary degree of elegance and profiifion, in 
hopour of the occafion, 'Nothing could ex- 
ceed the harmony and fociability of the 
party, who fccmed, on this day, to have 
forgotten their forrows, and to be deter- 
mined 
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mined to render each other and themfclves 
as happy as poflible. 

Mrs. Oldficld, the houfekeepcr, had been 
empowered to prepare a feftive board for 
the fervants, who, in their turn, partook of 
the plenty and comfort which prevailed 
above. Nor were the poor of the village 
forgotten. AH who chofe to come to the 
houie were abundantly feafted, and joined 
in congratulating themfelves, as well as the 
parties immediately concerned, on the event 
which had recalled domeilic happinels to 
Sclby-Houfe. 

The evening paffed pleafantly on ; and 
it was propofcd, by Mr. Selby, to fit up 
the cotuge in a ftyle of ruftic elegance, as 
a place of occafional repail for the inhabi-* 
t^nts of his hofpitable manfion, when they 
wifhed to pafs a rural day in tt;iat comfort, in 
that comfortable litdenefs, wherein two, at 
leaft, of them had for more than three 
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years found a quiet afylum from the fiorms^ 
and troubles of life. 

" We will fix,"^ faid Mr. Selby, " fome 
worthy old woman there, and furnilh her 
with a cow j and when we are inclined to 
take our tea there, Ihe will underftand that 
we expedt that fhe will find us in fuch 
cream as you, my dear Madam, ^ufed' to in- 
dulge Mr. Oliver with. Since the cottage 
k undoubtedly your's, I muft leave it to you 
to find out an inhabitant, and make her as 
comfortable ^s the donation^ of your own 
houfchold goods can render her.'* 

** If fhe manages theft means," faid Mr.. 
Oliver, " as IkilfuUy as Mrs. Selby, her lot 
may be envied by many. In making fo va- 
luable a prefent to the perfon who will in- 
fluence your choice. Madam, (faid he, turn- 
ing to Mrs. Selby) you muft contrive to in- 
fufe fome of your own gentle and patient 
^irit into her conftitution^ to enable her to 

tread 
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tread in thofe fteps, which rendered you as 
truly refpefbable there, as now, when prefiding 
over the houfchold of Selby-Houfe." 

Mrs. Selby^ bowed her affent and acknow- 
ledgment to the propofal and the compli- 
ment which had been made her. Various 
topics employed and amufed the remaining 
hours of the evening; and the friends fcpa- 
rated, rather at a later hour than ufual, to. 
their fcveral apartments for the night.. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIV. 



Mr. FalcarCs journey. 

LR. Falcon gave up one week to the 
pleafurc which he derived from the focicty 
of his friends. At the end of that time> 
having made arrangements with a brother 
clergyman for a month's performance of his 
duty, in cafe that he fhould be obliged to 
be fo long abfent from home, he intimated, 
at Selby-Houfc, his intention of fetting out> 
in two days, into Wales, in purfuit of the 

dear 
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dear objeft of his afFeftions. When he 
came, however, to confult with Mr. Selby 
and Mr. Oliver, on the route he fhould 
take, he found much greater difficulties in 
cftablifhing a rational plan for his move- 
ments, than* he had firft conceived would 
attend it. 

^ After various dlfcuflions on the fubjcft, 
it was agreed upon by them, that he fhould 
"diredt his firft cpurfe into South fFalej, and 
take up his quarters in each of its principal 
-towns for a day or two^ in order to make 
minute enquiries in them and their envi- 
rons; and, as he advanced, leave behind 
him, in every one of the head- quarters, 
luch written enquiries, to be made by fomc 
perfon to whom he fliould confide the bu- 
finels, with a direftion in each, to addreii 
any information, which might be obtained, 
to Selby-Houfe -, as it might be difficult, in 
cafe of any . intelligence being gained, to 
find him outj in the progrels of his tour. 

And 
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And then ftioiJd fuch intelligence, as Mr^ 
Selby and Mr. Oliver fhould think of any 
importance, arrive there, Mr. Oliver would 
fct off immediately to the place from v^hence 
it came, and profccute the objeft in view 
with as little delay as poiTible. This feemed 
to be the moft feafible fcheme which the 
friends could think of in the prefcnt di- 
kmma; and it was evident that it could 
not be purfucd with any regularity or con- 
venience by any mode of travelling but 
that of poft-chaifes, which would involve 
an expcnce not quite convenient to Mr;. 
Falcon's finances. 

Mr. Selby, whofe temper it was. always 
to anticipate the wants of a friend, and ever 
to render eflTedaal any plan which he either 
laid down, adopted, or recommended to- 
others, immediately forefaw that his affifl;* 
ance would be needful; and as imniediately 
obferved to Mr. Falcon, that he mull rc- 
xnembep that he was in fearch of Mrs. Sel- 

by's. 
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by's and his daughter : — " Upon which ac-* 
count," faid he, " you muft give us leave 
to defray the charges of the tour you arc about 
to undertake." He then put into his hand 
an hundred pounds I adding, that if he (hould 
require farther aid, he had only to intimate 
the ncccflity to him, and he would dircftly 
attend to it. This feaibnable provifion re- 
moved every difficuhy. The eyes of Mr* 
Falcon and Mrs. Selby acknowledged the 
goodncfs' of the donor, and the obligations 
under which he laid them both -, and now 
the only point to be confidcred was to fet 
out as foon as poifible. 

Accordingly^ having packed up his port* 
minicaui and bade his friends adieu, he entered 
the Chaufe> accompanied with a thoufand af- 
fectionate wifhes from them for his welfare 
and fucceis. 

He felt very ftrongly, in his own mind^ 
that the purfuit was almoft hopele&, the 

Quixotifai 
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Quixotifm of a romantic lover; but he cori^ 
folcd himfelf in undertaking it, that, ftiould 
it prove wholly unfuccefsful, his mind would 
be fatisfied in the conviftion that he had 
done his utmoft to regain his long-loft trca- 
fure, which, if it ftill remained in conceal- 
ment from his wifhes, he muft let down 
contented under the manifeft impoffibility 
of finding it -, whereas, if he (hould not make 
the attempt, he Ihould always continue to 
reproach his indolence, and be led to bcr* 
lieve that greater adlivity would have cer- 
tainly been fuccefsfiil, . ^ 

With the force of this reafoning he was 
urged forward, not knowing, in fadt, where 
he was going, but determining to make his 

firft ftop for two days at , in profecu- 

tion of the little plan of operations which 
had been marked put for him. 

'<. Hope fped his fl:ej>s, and Lore his heart ftill warmM, 

^* Youth^s vigour urg'd his anxious progrefs on t 

** While cooler Reafon^ with precaution arm'd 

<< Agaiiifi a conflidt, to be loft or won« 

<* So 
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** So on th^ ftormy main the wandVer falls^ 
** Confcious of danger^ yet prepared to meet 

** A wat'ry death from all-devourino gales, 

" Or, on the wing of zephyrs, home to greet :— . 

*' His (kilful band the moving rudder holds, 
*« And, on the deep, the fragile bark direfts $ 

^ His fteady eye the guiiding ftar behoLlf 5 
<* Hisyo«/thc God, whole providence protc^s" 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XV. 



Mu Falcon^ s journey continued* 



I 



T had been agreed on by Mn Falcon, 
with his friends at Selby-Houfe, that he 
Ihould write to them from each of the places, 
"where he Hopped for any time beyond a fin* 
:gle ritght, whether he gained any intelligence 
or not; as well that they might hear of his 
welfare, as that they might be able, if ne- 
teffary, to form a probable conjefture where 
ht was, in cafe that they Ihould wifli to 

writ« 
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'Write to him. They had received two or 
three of thefc unfatisfaftory communica- 
tions, and began now to open his letters 
i/rithout any emotion of expeftation ; when, 
at length, after about a fortnight's abfence, 
they were unexpeftcdly indulged with the 

foUoyving letter, from , addreffed to 

Mr. Selby.:— 

** Nov. the — , 1 79 — . 

** MY DEAR SIR, 

" You muft, by diis time, be tired of 
receiving letters, from mf, only to inform 
you that I am well, and ftill in purfuit of 
what I had not found. At length, I hope, 
you will be better fatisficd with my commu- 
nications, the rcfult of which I am as anxious 
to give you, as y^u can be to be informed 
of it. 

. ** It is now three days fincc I arrived at 
this place. Having fixed on the place of 
my rcfidcnce, I aflfumcd my ufual plan of 

enquiry^ 
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enquiry, which I have uniformly purfued as 
I went on. I informed myfelf, at the prin- 
cipal inns, whether any young lady, in deep 
mourning, had flopped there within a cer- 
tain time, which I pointed out i and whether 
fuch a perfon lodged in the town to which 
they belonged. After a variety of enqui- 
ries to no purpofe, I was at length informed 

by the keeper of the. inn, that 

there was a young Jady refident here, who 
anfwered my defcription. As the informant 
was not preciie as to the part of the town 
in which fhe lived, I was obliged to have 
recourfe to my own addrcfs in difcovering 
the ftranger ; and, at laft, was directed to a 
neat but fmall lodging-houfe, where a per- 
fon, fimilar to her I was in fearch of, lodged, 

" I fcnt up as civil a meffage as I could 
frame to the lady, defiring the honour of 
an interview, for reafons which I would ex- 
plain to her fatisfaftion when 1 law her. 
After a fhort delay I was admitted, but 

found 
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found that I was miftaken in the objc(5l of 
my purfuit. The.ftrangcr. was in mourn- 
ing, extremely elegant in her perfon, and 
graceful in her addrels ; and received my 
explanatory apology with the utmoft good 
breeding and urbanity. She fmilcd as flic 
replied, that ftie had not the *good fortune 
to be the amiable perfon about whom I was 
fo anxious, but faid that flie believed flie 
knew hen 

'^ You will eafily conceive my extreme 
furprife and perturbation at the intelligence -, 
which Ihe obferved, and added, ** Do nor. 
Sir, be fo furprifed ^ the young lady, whom 
I fonceive that you are in fearch of, does 
not refide in this town, but at. a little vil- 
lage ten miles off, and I have the pleafure 
of her intimate acquaintance and confi- 
dence." 

'^ I told her then my name, which, Ac 

(aid, ftie had heard her friend mention 5 and 

VOL. II. F very 
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reiy kindly oflFered to accompany me tx) the 
Yillage of her refidence. I need not tell 
you that no propofal could have been more 
agreeable ; and I made hafte to get a chaife 
€0 convey us. In as few words as I can ule, 
I tellyoui thztwewenty anJIbave/eenmy 
Jong loft Arabella ; and have been received 
by her with a welcomci which amply repays 
Sk that I have fufiered on her account. 

^' The amiable objeft of our anxieties is 
in perfeft health j and my relation of Mrs. 
Selby's welfare, and moft defirable (ituation 
in lifc> has removed from her mind thai 
gloomj which ihe has been defcribed to us 
as habitually wearing the lemblance of on her 
countenance. I defer any particulars of pafl 
traniadions until fhe can detail tliem to 
her worthy and refpeftablc mother, in bcr 
own language, and from her own lips. 

, " She accompanied her female friend 
XMife Harcourt) and myfclfto this town; 

and 
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znd eo-moiTOw will remove: her efFcfts from 
the village where flie refidedj in c^r M 
accompany tm, with as little delay as polli* 
blc, to Sdby-Houfc. 

' " I have thought it moft advifeablc that 
our coming (hould be preceded by this let- 
ter, in order to fpare Mrs. Selby the ab- 
ruptnefs of an interview, which would make 
fo important a difcovery. Sudden pleafures 
are often as pernicious as fudden offliBions ; 
and your good lady's nerves are too deli- 
cate to be (hocked by any event, however 
delightful, without ferious confequcnccs be-* 
ing likely to enfue from the alarm. Upon 
this account, I hope^that fhe will pardon mc 
for robbing her of her Arabella's company 
for two or three days. The fufpenfe will be, 
no doubt, very painful j but her charader is 
that of patience, and, perhaps, I have taken 
the greater liberty from that conviftion.^ — 
The poft is on the eve of going out, and I 
haften to cnfure the conveyance of thefe 
F 2 . happy 
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huppy tidings. I .expcft no anfwer, as" I 
fhall leave this place before I can receive 
it- With every kind and affeftionate re- 
membrance, 

" I remain, my dear Sir, 
'^ Your feithful and obliged 

" J. Falcon." 

^ P. S. (In the handofMifs Falkland).— "I 
juft fubjoin one line of dutifiil remembrance 
to my dear and honoured mother, to con- 
vince her, from under my own bandy that I 
am alive and well, and moft anxioufly de- 
firous to fee her, as foon as poffible, in the 
hope of never again being parted on this fide 
the grave. 

*' A. Falkland.*' 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XVI. 



What the Reader will naturally hefpfak froih'^fhe 
contents of the preceding Chafter. . \ 1 

•JL HERE are fomc particular fituatidns 
* which , produce emotions that baffle all the 
•powers of dcfcription ; and it, perhaps, be- 
trays the grcateft vanity, and the moft entire 
- want of judgment, to attempt to obtrude on 
the reader a bad pi6ture of a fubjeft, which 
. dbes not admit of the delineations of the 
pencil. We confider the difcovery convey- 
ed to Selby-Houfe by Mr, Falcon, as one 
F J of 
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of thoft (kuations j and, upon the principle 
of the obfervation which we have juft made, 
we (hall think it moft prudent and proper 
to leave it to the reader's imagination, ta 
conceive the refult^ to which we are unable 
to do juftice.by the feeble efforts of the 
pen,. 

Mr. Sclby*s and Mr. OKver's prefence 
and endeavours were very ncceflary^ an(} at 
length effe£hial, to quiet and allay the ex- 
teffivc Joy of Mrs. Selby on a difclofure 
for which flie had been {o long anxioufly 
looking^ and had begun now to defpair that 
it would ever be made. We can eafily be- 
lieve that ffie counted the hours between 
the happy moment of the arrival of Mh 
Falcon^s letter, and the ftill happier one 
which (hould bring him home, accompanied 
by the darling objcd of her maternal affec- 
tions* — not, indeed, the prodigal returning 
to be pardoned, and received again by a 
fond and forgiving father j byt a long loft 

daughter. 
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, * 

daughter^ vihom fhe had mourned as fuf^ 
fering under die rod of affliftion, unknown 
in her (itua^ion^ perhaps already a vidbim in 
the grave to a burden which had been too 
heavy for her to bear ! 

It was not pollible that fhe Ihoiild fee 
her fooncr than Jive days from the date of 
Mr. Falcon's letter; and thoie five days 
were> in her eftimation^ an age ; and fhe 
felt x!ti2Xji.cknefi of the hiart,^ which, we arc 
told, is the effetffc of hope deferred. Poignant, 
however, as her feelings were> they were 
extremely correfted and blunted by the 
placid temper which habitually prefided in 
her mind, foftened her expreffions, wd mo* 
dulated i her anions. 

This. tedious interval was, however, det 
dned to be fulfilled; and, at length, Mrs. 
Selby beheld her daughter prefented to her 
in the lovely, blufhing bloom of life, by 
that man to whom> of all others^ Ihe wifhcd 
y 4 to 
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to fee her united. In the plenitude of her 
feelings on the occalion, which feemed' to 
crown every wifh of her heart, ftie was al- 
moft ready to fay with Jacob, at the fight 
of his beloved Jofcph, " Now let me die, 
fince I have feen thy face j'* but, in truth, 
her heart' was fo oppreflcd by the fcntiments 
which crowded upon it, that (he was incapa- 
ble of utterance, and (he could only look 
unutUrahle tendernejsy and unjpeakable felicity y 
at the blijsful meeting! It was a work of 
fomc labour, addrefs, and time to compofc 
the perturbations of the parties immediately 
concerned ^ and thofe who only fympathizcd 
ivith them, had ftruggles of a very intereft- 
ing kind to fupprefs, before they could ad- 
minifter cffeftual affiftance to them, under 
the complicated fenfibilities by which thiy 
were giShiated in the extreme. Every things 
however, which is human, is deftined to come 
to. an end; and time gradually reftorcd 
them to a ftate of comfort and fatisfaftion 
which was tolerable to their feelings* Wc 
ci omit 
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omit, the mutual congratulations and com- 
pliments of the happy party on the occafion. 
The intelligent reader will fully comprehend 
their nature, and conclude that they were 
paid, without our information. It is fufli- 
cient for us to fay, that the mother and the 
daughter were mutually gratified, in the ut- 
moft extent, at the fight of their refpedtive 
health and appearance, which was infinitely 
more favourable than their apprehenfive ten- 
dernefs for each other's fate, when abfcnt> 
had led them to fear that they would be. A 
crowd of queftions and anfwers, imperfeftly 
uttered and heard, was haftily interchanged 5 
and they were foon convinced that it was 
ncceflary to diefer their curiofity, in order to 
its being gratified. Mifs Falkland, indeed, 
had anticipated much ihformatioh from Mr. 
Falcon i but Mrs. Selby remained in total 
ignorance of . many particulars which Ihe * 
longed to be acquainted with. Mr. Selby 
was,,as ufual, aftive in promoting the real 
comfort of thofe around him^ and gently 
F 5 inter- 
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interrupted the intenfe eflforts of her mind 
on fubjed:s too. interefling to be long dwelt 
upon^ by requeiting to be introduced to his 
daughterrin-law. Mr. Otiverj penetrating 
the reaibn of this incrufion^ feconded the 
requeft^ by a fimilar one on his own behalf; 
and the company was^ at lail^ in a condition 
to fit down to a quiet fuppcr^ and to prepare 
for a tranquil night's reft^ after much agita- 
tion and difcompofure. 



CHAP, 
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CHAR XVU. 



7raffaifwts at Stlhf^Houfi^ in autiuuatiaiu ^ 

At is very natural to iuppofe that many 
days would not elapie before Mrs. Selby's 
annety to be informed of the various events 
^hich had be&llen her daughter^ would en- 
gage her to relate^ as circumftantidry as was 
neceifiry, their fucceffion, from the depar- 
ture of her uncle and herfclf from ^ 

to the happy moment which difcovercd her 
p 6 con-* 
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concealment in South Wales to the aflidu- 
ous purfuit of the faithful and aSeAionate 
Mn Falcon. 

I ^ . . \ 

Accordingly, on one rainy day, when the 

inhabitants bf Selby-Houfe were debarred 
from taking any exercife or amufement 
without doors, and were affembled, after 
breakfaft, round a cheerful fire, in their 
ufual fitting-room, Mrs. Selby reminded 
Mifs Falkland that (he was ftill in her debt, 
on the fubjcft of her hiftory ; and that all 
the party, then prefent, were confidenrial 
witnefles of its difcharge, if not inconve- 
nient to herfelf. 

Mifs Falkland replied, that fhe was fully 
convinced of her obligation, and was at her 
fervicc, and that of the amiable party by 
whom fhe was furrounded, to repay it, 
whenever fhe and they fhould dcfire it. 

This 
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This ready compliance, we may be af- 
lured, was fuitably received ;' and Mifs Falk* 

• land, without much preface, began her-fim- 
ple Itory in as few words as Ihe could de- 
liver it in, and nearly to the following 

' efFed:— 

. " You have, my dear mother, I appre- 
hend, heard of the dreadful difafter which, ' 
at one blow, crufhed my uncle's fortune into 
nothing but a few fhattercd remains, which 
were hardly worthy a name. It became, 
therefore, abfolutely neceflary that he fhould 
immediately difpofe of the houfe we inha- 
bited, with the furniture and plate belong- 
' ing to it, in order to prcfervc us from adlual 
and inevitable want and diftrefs. This he 
happened to have an opportunity of doing 
advantagcoufly, direftly as he determined 
upon it. 

" His plan was to retire to London, as the 
place where, * of all others, a family naight 

live 
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live as they pleafed^ without being noticed 
or animadverted on in their obfcurity. This 
{dan he executed ; and intended^ on his ar« 
rival there^ to inform my mother of every 
thing, and to propofe to her that we (hould 
live together5 and fhare the trifle which re* 
mained among us. \ Unfortunately^ however^ 
kir misfortunes had come upon her at the 
the fame tin^e; and it was deftined that we 
Ihould not meet in the hour of our adverfity^ 
when we might have mutually confbled each 
Other. 

" My uncle did not long contmue eafy, 
under the rever& which his fortune had 
iuftainedi and anxiety of mind ioqn preyed 
on and deftroyed his health. I paid him 
every attention^ and procured him the beft 
medical advice and attendance in my power . 
but a broken heart is a difea/e which ba^t, 
all human Jk^l and addrejs to heal it ! The 
wound is inward^^ and beyond the reach of 
the phyficiao. It ibmctimes^ is ikiw ia dc-* 
' ftroying. 



, / 



THE SECLUDED MAN. Ill 

ibojring, but it is efitdual at the laft. It 
ivas to this attack that my uncle fell a 
vidim after fbme few months; and, after 
his deaths when I had paid all the expences 
which had been unavoidably incurred^ I 
found my finances very flendcr indeed ; in^ 
fomuch that> having no hope of hearing of 
my beloved mother^ I was &in to accept of 

the kind advice and afCflance of Dr. L ^ 

who had attended my poor uncle^ and was 
then performing the fame office to Mrs* 
Belmont^ for whom he prefcribed a tour 
on the Continent for the recovery of her 
health. 

-" Through his fnendfliip he recommend* 
ed me to her as a companion on the cx« 
curfions and I fet out with her, after one 
or two interviews with her at her own 
houk, where I had the honour of feeing 
the fupercilious Mr. Belmont^ her ibi\y who 
has been akeady defcribcd to you by Mr. 
Falcon. 
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^[ We embarked, and arrived at Ham- 
burgh; from whence we travelled flowly 
into thole' parts of the country which were 
not infefted with the calamities of war. — 
Our adventures are not worthy to ,be re- 
membered on the prefent occafion. 

" My amiable friend's health declined fo 
rapidly, that we returned to Hamburgh^ 
intending to get back to England, that (he 
might elofe her life with her family ; but, 
in this natural defire fhe was fruftrated, 
and (he died there, without any female 
friend with her but myfelfi and at a diftance 
from all her family. It is needlefs to fay 
how much I was (hocked with this fecond 
dereliftion which I was doomed to expe- 
rience. 

*' Having received my deceafed Mrs. 

Belmont's moderate bequeft, I had nothing 

left for me to do but to return to my native 

country, which I did with all convenient 

^ expedition ^ 
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expedition ; and, having come to London 
only to deliver to Mr. Belmont a fmall 
parcel, which his dying mother had en- 
trufted to my hand, I concentrated my 
humble fortune in money, and retired into 
Wales, in the utmoft privacy and economi- 
cal obfcurity, waiting in the humble hope 
that that Providence, who had hitherto 
prefcrved and protefted me, would, in his 
own good time, bring about that event 
which has now united me to my mother, 
well and happy ; and permitted me to wit- 
nefs Mr. Falcon's occupying that place in 
focicty, which my partial friendlhip always 
induced me to believe had rightfully be- 
longed to him, 

" I have only given my friends the out- 
line of my ftory, conceiving that that would 
be fufficient. It is a .very fimple one in- 
deed i and nothing but their kind partiality 
could have inducted them to have given mc 
the patient attention which they have con- 

defcended 
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dcfcended to beftow upon the hutnble nar* 
rative of an unfortunate^ weak, yet innoccitt 
girl, who has been the chad of advcrfity, 
and has not, I truil, been radical^ the worie , . 
for the feries of fufFerings which fhe has^ 
been enduring for fome years." 



> 
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CHAP. XVIII. 



Sam Jim continues at Sttby^Hwfi'. 

HE reader wiU^ doubtlefsj have ob- 
fcrvcd, in the preceding narrative, that 
^ils F^land had merely glanced at the 
£ibjeft of Mr. Falcon. He muft not con- 
Cliude from that filence that fhe ^as'lefs at- 
tached to him than has been aiTerted in the 
fermer part of the hiftory ; but he fhould 
remember that Mr. Falcon himfelf was pre- 
&ntj and that his prefence was accompanied 

by 
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by that of Mr. Oliver and Mr. Selby. We 
muft, therefore, make a thoufand allow- 
ances for female delicacy under thefc circum- 
ftances ; and leave our fair friend to make 
her confcflions in thofe delicious moments of 
confidence with which fhe occafionally indulg- 
ed the faithful partner of her heart. All this 
was thoroughly underftood by the company, 
who were not at all furprifed at this omif- 
fion in her narrative. As to Mr, Falcon 
himfelf, he was Co fully acquainted with her 
mind, that he felt no anxiety at her apparent 
ncglcft of himfelf i fo far from it, he fufFered 
but a (hort time to elapfe before he began 
very warmly to urge his fuit, and fbon 
drew, on his fide, the whole of the party 
at Selby- Houfe ^ infomuch that Mifs Falk- 
land found it in vain torefift that accumulatioa 
of perfuafion by which fhe was affailed from 
fo many quarters, on which Ihe was leaft 
able to make any efi^eftual opppfition. The 
refult of their arguments was to convince 
her of the inexpediencc and even abfurdity 

of 
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of delaying the completion of an union, 
which had been fo long in agitation ; and, 
but for the variety of infurmountable im- 
pediments, Vfould have been concluded a 
confiderable time before. 

There is a force in truth which is irrefifti- 
ble, efpecially when it is conveyed to us by 
the moft pleafuig means, independently of 
its being in itfelf of a nacure to give us fecret 
fatisfaftion. All thcfe qualifications com- 
bined to render the propriety of the fpeedy 
celebration of this marriage inconteftible i 
and, accordingly, it was decided upon ne^ 
mine contradicente. 

An early day was fixed for the purpofe ; 
and Mr. Falcon prevailed on a particular 
friend to officiate in giving the nuptial be- 
nediftion. As Mils Falkland made it an 
earncft requeft that her beloved Mifs Har- 
court, whom fhe had confidentially known 
in Wales in the hour of her adverfity, 

might 
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might now be invited to witnefi her pro« 
iperity, and the approach of her final hap^ 
pinefs with that Mr. Falcon whom (he had 
£> often mentioned to her as the abje£): of 
her earlieft afieftioOi when it was yet doubts 
ful to her whether he defcrved to com- 
mand it^ or would ever approach her to 
claim the privileges annexed to that enviable 
preference^ that gentleman wcHild fain have 
been the bearer of the requeft ; but it was 
thought by Mrs. Selby that a letter from 
her daughter, incloied in one from herielf^ 
would anfwer every purpole. Such a 
packet, was therefore difpatched, and was 
received by Mifs Harcourt with that cordial 
acceptance which it was intended to pro- 
duce. 

The week before the time appointed, 
ihc, agreeably to the tenor of the invita- 
tion which had been forwarded to her, 
arrived at Selby- Houfc i and we may 
5 venture 
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irentuit to z(Ctn that nothing was wanting 
to complete the happinefs of its inhabitants* 
Mrs. Selby, in particular, felt an incon* 
cei^ble pleafure in entertainmg the kind 
and iaithfiil companion and friend of her 
daughter when (he ftood, as it were^ alone, 
in a cruel and fupercilious world; and 
Mils Falkland, who knew her friendV 
contracted fituadon, delighted in the pro« 
ipe& of feeing her, when her own circum* 
ftances would enable her to remove its 
difficulties, and render her more comfort- 
able than fhe had ever been. 

This previous week was foon paft over, 
and the joyfiil day^j which was to termi- 
nate every hope and fear in a happy cer- 
tainty, at" length arrived. Mr. Falcon led 
his beauteous bride to the altar, and 
Mr. Sclby refigncd her to him in wed- 
lock. 

Wc 
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We feel it entirely ncedlefi to repeat 
here, what every reader's fertile imagina- 
tion will eafily conceive. Suffice it to 
fay, that Mr. and Mrs. Selby, with their 
guefts, were as happy as worthy perfons 
in this imperfcft fcene can ever be. 

They were all too well read in the book of 
human dcftinies to expeft Utopian felicity, 
and Eldorado enjoyments; and, therefore, 
what they experienced was adequate to 
their wiflies : fuch an allotment as the wife 
never fatter tbemfelves ^witb obtaining ; but 
which^ when obtained^ they ufe temperately , 
and with a conviSlion that the tenure on 
which they hold it, is extremely uncertain 
and precarious. 

The feftive feafon was happily fpent; 
tranquil comfort' fucceeded to tumultuous 
joy ; and Mifs Harcourt returned to her 
peaceful retirement, with thofc friendly aids 
from Mrs. Falcon, which removed prefent 

incon- 
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inconveniences^ and were tendered as the 
earneft of fucucc remembrances of equal 
value and importance to her eafe and com- 
petence of circumftances^ which none^ her 
ifriend was perfuaded^ dclerved better than 
hcrfclf. 
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CHAP. XIX. 



The Hijiory recurs particularly to Mr. Oliver m 



E 



VERY one of the inhabitants of 
Sclby-Houfe fecmcd now to have arrived 
at the fummit of their wiflies, and to be 
completely happy, except Mr. Oliver. Not 
that we would mean to (ay that he betrayed 
any fymptoms of diffatisfaftion or diilrefs, for 
this was very far from being the cafe.— - 
When 6r lefs indulged with the comforts of 
' life. 
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life, in the narrownefi of the cottage fccne 
to which he was attached, prcvioufly to his 
knowledge of Mr. Selbjr, he was fuperior 
to all the inequalities and perturbations of 
pining difcontent, regretting and hankering 
after what was beyond its reach. All that 
wc would mean to affcrt was, that he 
fcemcd to ftand altme and forlorn in the 
prcftnt happy arrangements of domeftic 
fociety, in which Mr. and Mrs. Falcon, 
and Mr. and Mrs. Selby were ndw finally 
cftabliQicd. 

It was his conftant and fincere endeavour 
to difguife, as far as poffible, in his looks, 
words,/ ^d aftions, that habitual gloom 
which had long hung over them. To the 
penetrating eye of his friends, however, 
the effort he made was clearly an exertion 
which he labcKired to put oni and they 
felt no little pain - in witneffing what he- 
-fufFered, as he ftrove to remove from 
their obfcrvation the fccrct farrows which 
02 con- 
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cbntinually brooded over his perceptive re- 

coUcftion, 



Mr. Selby, who had the happy art of 
reconciling the mind of the affliftcd to the 
"burden which his powers of relief did not 
enable him to remove, fet himfelf induf- 
trioufly to work, to acquire fo much know- 
ledge of his real fmiation and circumftances, 
as would put it in his power ro devife fomc 
cffeftual means to be of fervice to him, if 
that was poffible ; or, on the other handy 
were his evils beyond the reach of remedy, 
to affift him in enduring them, by having 
them unbofomcd to him, and taking thac 
part of the burden which fympathyvcould* 
appropriate. , 

If, perhaps, the reader fliould think ic 
unreafonable that Mr. Oliver (hould exprefs 
more than ordinary uneafinefs, when his 
particular friends had been peculiarly blefled, 
we muft reply for his juftification — that the 

feme 
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•iamc degree of diftrefs he bad been long 
feeling, would appear more confiderable 
when tbey were happily exonerated from 
their own anxieties ; and that he himfclf 
muft have been nnorc than man, to have 
forborne to draw a comparifon, not of envy^ 
kut of bitter regret ^ between their condition 
and his own* Thefc regrets did not, how - 
^ver^ rciuler hixn inienfible to the unwearied 
endeavours of Mr. Selby to confole and 
£omfort him, ib as ta remove the reality as 
well as the appearance of ajQlidion from him. 

After fome little hefitation, he told his 
faithful friend, that he was confcious that it 
was indeed hjgh time that he fhould aA 
confidentially with hims and, he afTured 
him, that his pad: referve had not pro^ 
cecded from any miftruft, but from an un- 
accountable reludtance which he felt in re- 
curring to the multiplied caufes of regret 
jnd fclf-reproach, which only lay dormant 
in his mind in the happieft moments which 
03" he 
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he experienced. It was then but too na- 
tural that a fufferer like himfclf fhould 
tremble at the idea of awaking them to his. 
own torment. — " How, then, fhall I," faid 
he, "contrive a method of laying them 
again afleep i Yet, when I eonfider that 
I may command the affiftance of fiich a 
friend as yourfclf, to whom I lie under the 
*highcft obligations, I feel myfclf botiod by 
ties which fuperfede every- idea of perfonal 
cafe from oblivion, to make fuch ^ iacri-- 
fice to your enquiries,^ as would tcftify that 
I acknowledge, in the fulleft extent, that I 
am your debtor, • Pardon me only,' if I fo- 
licit to be permitted tjo make the difelo* 
fure in the manner leaft painful » myfelf ; 
that I deliver it to you in wrkingy and 
that I be allowed to dwell upon fome cir- 
cumftances, and to ikim over others, as they 
appear tome important, or have excited re- 
marks and refleftions which I conceive 
worthy of being rccordied 5 or, on the con- * 
trary,, arc fimpfe traits in my narrative^ 

whicl^ 
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which ferve only to conncfl: ^together events 
that are pre-eminently confpicuous and in- 
tercfting to myfelf in the courfe of it.r— 
Under thefc conditions, my dear friend, I 
will give myfelf the painful occupation, 

— — — " Jnfandum renavare dokremi'' 



with as little delay, and as mu^h candour as 
poflSblc. Prepare yourfelf to behold a tifliic 
of mifcondudl: on my part j much to blame^ 
and mucb^ I hope, to lament and pity me fori 
Yet, in the worji rcprefcntation, I befpeak 
of your benevolence to drop a tear over 
evil, which cannot now be remedied^ hut is 
no longer perfifted in i and indulge me with 
an apoftrophe o{—alas! poor buman nature t 
as a requiem to my follies, which are now 
cxtinft, This moral, I flatter myfelf, you 
will draw for yourfelf and for others, from 
the relation I am about to give you — that 
imprudence is the worft failing of which we 
ean be guilty y fo far as our dejlination in 
this world is concerned. In another world 
G 4 the 
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the cafe is otberwife : folly is, doubtlefsj ve^ 
nial there I and integrity of intention, before 
the divine tribunal^ will Jupply the place of 
ferfeEt performance. Woe would it be for 
mey were I to be judged in heaven as Ihcrve 
been judged on earth I — But, gracious God! 
I know that " there is mercy with thee^ 
though thou art to be feared/' 



CHAP- 
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CHAP. XX. 



Mr. Oliver commences his Narrative. 



I 



T was about a week after this conver- 
fation had taken place that Mr. Oliver^ 
one morning, delivered to his friend, Mr. 
Selby, a paper parcel, containing the long 
wifhcd-for narrative, which, after many 
ftruggles with himfcl^ he had. at length 
concluded i and requefted him, at the fame 
time, firft to read it alone, and then, if he 
thought proper, to commun'cate its contents 
05 to 
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to the reft of the party. The reader majr 
depend tfiat we will give it, as nearly as 
poflible, in his owa words* 



MR. OLIVER S NARRATIVE.. 

*' IT was in a country very diftant 
from this, beyond the leas, that I firft drew 
the breath of life. It was b the lap of 
luxury and opulence that I was born. My 
father was a man of great reputed wealth, 
rank, and influence in the circle of fociety 
to which he belonged j and, though not 
dcftitute of faults, was poflelfed of many 
good qualities, whkh endeared him to his 
family and friends. My mother was every 
thing which could render her amiable and 
refpeftable to all who knew her ; to her im- 
mediate family fbe was inv'aluabk. 

^' I'was one,, the t\6t% of three brothers^ 
the only ehildrca Ihe bore my fether. My 

native 
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fiative country chanced to be one of thofe 
which are liabk to thofe violent tempefts 
of wind, rain, thunder, and lightning, 
which are diftinguiflied by the name of i/?r- 
ricanes — convulfions of elemental nature, 
wherein war and deftruftion feem to be pro- 
claimed againft every exiftence which is ca- 
pable of perilhing, or being injured, 

" It was my fate to precedey in my birth, 
one of thofe tremendous phenomena, by a 
fingle day; and to fleep peaceful and un- 
difturbed through the general crafli, con- 
fufion, and terror, until after many hours the 
tempeft had fpent its fury, and the unfortu- 
nate fufFerers had leifurc to contemplate the 
ruin it had produced in the animal and ve- 
getable kingdoms, and in the proudeft and 
mod folid fuperftru<51i:ures of human art 
and induftry. 

" V My mother has fince told me, that Ihe 

hoped that this fingular occurrence Would 

G 6 be 
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be an omen of my paffing through a life of 
trouble^ difafter, ,and difficulty, always un^ 
burtyjbougb often in imminent danger ! The 
event has proved that her wilh was prophe- 
tic. 

** Nothing particular occurred in my infan- 
cy. Rut my earlicft childhood was marked 
by the moft affiduous endeavours of my beft 
of^mothcrs, to give me all the improvement 
and inftruftions of which my years were ca- 
pable ; and this laudable fyftem of cultiva- 
tion was purfued during all that period 
which is generally dedicated to the cares of 
education ; and, I may venture to fay, that 
my acquirements were fully adequate to my 
advantageSjK and the more I learned, the 
more I dcfircd to learn i which inclination 
and zeal for knowledge has ever been the 
predominant tafte and tendency of my mind* 

*' It was in the twelfth year of my life that 
my father was taken from bis family by a 

lingering 
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lingering difordcr^ which, however equivo- 
cal in its fymptoms^ and (low in its pro- 
grefs, was &tal in its ifTue. His i\czth 
brought the true date of his affairs to light; 
arid though he died in the poflfcflion of vciy 
confiderable property, he was really and 
truly infolvcnt. 

" Fortunately, however, for all of us, I had 
a very large eftate fo entailed on me by a dtf- 
tant relation, that though my father enjoyed 
the profits of it for life, he could not inr 
cumber it with debtj and, therefore, the 
derangement of his affairs did not produce 
any perfonal diftrefs amongft his. furviving 
family, all of whom fubfifted in comfort 
upon my means. Mine was, therefore, a 
ftate of independence;^ and, although this 
idea feldom or ever occurred in my mind, I 
can yet conceivcj^ at this diftant period, that 
it tended to nourilh a fccret Ipirit of felf- 
will in its dark receffcs, that have fince 
proved very pernicious to my moral qualities. 

" I do 
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*' I do not know, however, in the main, 
that my youth was marked with any thing 
ftrikingly difcommendable -, on the contrary* 
if I remember right, I had rather the repu- 
tation of extraordinary merit. 

*^ My mother contrafted a fecond mar- 
riage, and, though I fufFercd very ferious 
injury in my fortune, through unintentional 
miftakcs'of her and my father-in-law, who un- 
dertook the management of my affairs, I 
yet apprehend that I was the better for again 
returning under the guidance of one per- 
forming the part of a father, by being 
checked in thofe overbearing mariners 'that 
the elder fon of a family is too apt to ac- 
quire in it j and more elpecially when he 
looks forward to the obtaining of a pro- 
perty, independently of any modes of con- 
ciliation, whereby it would be to be ac^- 
. quired from the gratuitous favour of an- 
other. Neverthelcfs, as ripening years gave 
me a p-etenftotiy though not a right- to man- 
hood. 
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hood, my confcioufncfs of independence had 
its full force ; and I paid ray addreflfes to a 
young lady of family and fortune, notwith- 
ftanding every objeftion which was made 
againft it at home, on account of my ex- 
treme youth; and I got the better of every 
obltacle, and was a declared lover at the 
age of fcventecn. Replete as fuch a flep 
was with hazard and danger, I chanced to 
have made an excellent choice. The family 
conneftion was perfcftly defirable and re- 
Ipedlable, and the objedt of my affeftion 
moft amiable and worthy iq every tnftance ; 
and out of much apparent evil the greateft 
good redounded to my future life from this 
aiIbciatioa» 



■f • 
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CHAP. XXL 



Mr* Oliver* 5 Narrative continued. 



I EARLY about the time of my com^ 
ing of age, I was married to my beloved 
friend i and this union, which 'Heaven per-- 
mitted to laft for feven years, I can tndy 
lay, produced me liich an accumulation of 
felicity, as feldom falls to the lot of one man's 
fpan of exiftence. It feems as if the quai>-- 
turn of happinefs^ which was intended to 
4 have 
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have been difFufcd over my whole life, had 
been accidcntially concentrated to that fmall 
portion of it. 

*^ My amiable wife added ta my do- 
meftic comfort a boy and a girl j but nearly 
from the time of the birth of the girl, fhe 
declined fo perceptibly in her health, that 
the three remaining years of her life may 
be properly faid to have been years of pain^ 
ficknefs, and infirmity. They were alfo 
years of the moft heroic patience and refig- 
nation under thefe vifitadons, which fb 
often four the minds of perfons in much 
more advanced life^ and with apparently 
much greater mental powers of refiftance. 
V The viftory was, however, deftincd to fell 
to the (hare of the Univerfal Conqueror- 1 
and notwithftanding all that art, fkill, and 
attention could labour in her behalf, with 
the concurrence of her own perfcdt confor- 
mity to every direAion and application^ 
how painful and troubleibme foevcr it 

might 
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might be ; nqtwithltanding every thing thac 
could be done, (he refigned her innocent and 
inoffenfivc life, in the twenty-feventh year 
of her age ; and it may be truly affirmed 
of heri that Jhe felt no other wound than that 
which *jbe lejt behind I / 

** I may venture to lay, divefted of every 
partiality, that her manner of fuftaining the 
attacks of illnefs, and the final approaches 
of death, furnifhed a leflbn of the higheft 
importance, and the rareft occurrence to 
thole who were favoured with an opportu* 
nity of witnelEng and proficting by it* To 
myfelf it was line a revelation from beava^ ! 
And when I inlcribed upon her tomb-ftoaf, 
among other lines, the followbg coivcludi|xg 
fentencc— * 

** Reader ! if thou wouldft wi/b 
, « To live as peaceably, and die a$ quietly, 
** And full of hope, as (he did, 
•» Thau ixiuft endeavour, like her, 
<* To be a Chriiiian in thought, and lYord^ aad deed !^ 

I felt 
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I ieh that I wa^ recording an unflattered truth, 
which was due to her mcmor}', for ihc bene- 
fit of thole who might come after. 

" I have been thus particular in defcrib- 
ing the lofs which I experienced in her 
deaths becaufe that to the (hock I then 
fuftained^ I attribute every irregularity 
which arofe in nty (battered fyftcm for many, 
many fucceeding years 1 StiM^ howerer^ I 
Jiad the confolation of two childfen> the 
amiable ofispring of the belt of mothers.^— 
Of thefe, however, the little girl, who had 
wound herfelf round my heart by ties which 
chihg but too faft, in lefs than thred months 
IbUowed her mother to a world of bHfi> 
and ^ left me to conduA her brother and 
myfeif through a world of mifery and error t 
^ui:k, inde^dy have I found it Jincel 

^^ My mind, confounded, ftunned, and 
convuUed by this double blow, appears to 
me, at the prefent period, to have been 

chea 
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• 

then thrown completely ofF its balance.-^ 
After a time, I perfuaded myfelf that I had, 
in fome meafure, recovered the fliock,-— 
Company, and a ftudious renunciation of 
thought and painful recoUcftion, fcemed to 
have produced an opiate cffeft upon my 
fenfibllities. In an evil hour, eleven 
months after the death of my angel wife, I 
\iZ!^ JUrfriJed into a fccond marriage, after a 
rapid courtfhip, during which / dreamed 
that I was in lave, and was about to be as 
happy as in my former union. Thofc,. how- 
ever, who fleep, mufl« fooner or latCF, 
awake from their flumbcrs* — I, indeed^ 
awoke to the mofi dreadful eemiElionsl — I 
'found that I had undertaken new obligations, 
and made new vows to love a fecond wife ; 
Lut my heart was in the grave with my firfi 
wife I I was felf-accufed and felf-convidted 
of injuring the lady who had received my 
vows, but it was wholly out of my power 
to fulfil them, l^ve is an unbidden gueft^ 
vrbom no Mcitations,. no blandilhment^ 

(and 
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^and much lefs any violence, or any re- 
proaches) can. entice to enter into the re- 
gions of the heart. 

'* It is poffible/ however, that though 
the paflion cannot be courted to take up 
its adual abode^ it may be fupplied by a 
r^al efte&n.^ which may produce as much 
bappinefs to a r^qfmabU being, even in 
uedlock, as the quality it is intended to 
rcprefcnt. This eftcem may undoubtedly 
be acquired, and, by proper condud, will, 
maintain a permanent footing in the mind ; 
and, if I can venture to anfwer for myfelf 
an fo delicate a point, I think I can alTert, 
tliat the perfon in queftion might have ob-' 
tained this, hold upon me, though / greatly 
fear that it was impqffible far her to have 
gained any other. Alas! (he was not wife 
enough to make this facrifice for our mu- 
tual comfort i nor. could I fo far depend 
upon the ftrength of her intelledt, as to 
inform her of the truth of the cafe; In- 
^ .. ftcad 
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ftead of that, I was internally ftruggRng 
againft a fatal inaptitude of a fofter affec- 
tion for her, and the ftingtng fcnfe of mjr 
obligations as a hufband; and^ I believe, 
thap^ to a certain degree^ «ry mental fawers 
were impaired and baffled in the confli^.— 
From this caufe my refiftance grew gradually 
weaker J and indifference, aggravated by re- 
proach, mifreprefcntation, and mifinterpreta- 
tion of my principles and condudt, dege- 
nerated into averfion: — ill-judging^ or ilU 
dejigning friends, and Jecret enemies, con* 
fpired to make every thing wor/e. 

f' I changed my climate, accopipanied 
l^ my family — but, •* Ccelum, non animum 
mutant^ qui trans mare currunt." — I carried 
my fource of unhappinefs with me, and fa- 
tally kept my fecret to myfclf 1 The wound 
rankled within me for want of proper vent, 
and its cfFcfts were proportionably difeftrous, 
Blcffed as I was with one of the beft of 
children, in my fon> whofe education I had 
2 fuper- 
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luperintended from his birth, I found fome 
comfort in this occupation 1 but it was 
counterbalanced by the fociety of a compa- 
nion whom J could not love, though I anxioujfy 
w\Jhed for it. She was convinced of the 
firft faft, but Ihe had not penetration enough 
to difcover the Jecond. A long time paflcd 
before I infringed the rules of decorum; 
but at length the tide of perverted nature 
broke loofe, deftroyed every mdund *and 
obftacle, and fpread ruin and defolation far 
and wide ! 



CHAP. 
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CHAP- XXII. 



Mr. Oliver in Continuation* 



F. 



ROM a ftate of peaceful retirement, 
1 made my firft dcfperate fally to London — 
detcfted fcene of temptation, dupery, and 
extravagance to the unguarded and inexpe- 
rienced individual-^the vortex in which 
thoulands are ingulphed, to their hopelefe 
deftrudtion. — There, at an age when the ge- 
nerality lay afide their follies, and grow wife 
by acquired experience, I launched out oh 

the 
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the tempefhious ocean I ought to have been 
finally cfcapcd from. 

" By the moft unaccountable fate, for 
want of attachment to one woman, I fell into 
the fnares, and became the dupe of many 
women, and thofe of the bafeft and moft 
mercenary kind. To them Tfacrificedmy 
fortune, my health, and my reputation, without 
gaining one faithful adherent from the mul- 
titude, whom I cflayed with every induce- 
ment which attentions^ Jervices^ and enormous 
expenses (to relieve their diftreffes, minifter 
to their neceflitics, and gratify their luxu- 
rious paffions) could fummon to my aid. — 
All, however, was vain, inefFedlual, and 
ruin to myfelf. All my pecuniary refources. 
were exhaufted; my real friends deferted 
me; falfe pretenders to friendfhip crowded 
about me, profeffing much, but doing no- 
thing, or worfe than nothing, A general 
idea prevdled that my intelled was irre- 
trievably injured; I was left to my &te ; to 

VOL. II. H the 
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the pcrplcxides of diftrcfs, the gnawings of 
fclf reproach, the perfccutions of mankind,- 
their rcfcntments, and revenge ; and, finally, 
my career Was ended in the King's Bench 
and Fleet prifons. 

" Here a new world opened upon me j a 
microco/m, compounded of good 'and evil^ but 
much more of the tatter ; and I, as ufua], from^ 
an ardoirr 6f difpofition, which y perhaps^ Ide* 
rive fr&m the torrid zone under which T was 
hom^ entered into it with a degree of en* 
thufiafm to which I look back with hotror 
and admiration. 

*' If we paufe here for a little interval. 
We fliall find that the firft moments of im- 
prifortment are, in faft, moments of peace, 
compared with thofe which precede, when 
the perfecutions of creditors, and the pur- 
fiiit of artefts, drive the unfortunate fufFerer 
to the tnoft dreadful ftraits of agicatioft dAd- 
diftfcfe; not to fey that the experience of 
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any evil is always more tolerable than ^he up^ 
frehenfien (f if. Hence it is that the new 
prifoner, upon firil entering the gloomy 
domain of which he becomes an inhabitant, 
feels himfelf under the influence of a flow 
of unnatural fpirits, from the ftatc of tran- 
quillity in which he is left from external at- 
tack ; and being, moft probably, provided 
in fome meafurc againft immediate want by 
temporary refources of his own, or by the 
atffiftancc of friends, ^who do not defert him 
in the beginning of his troubles, although' 
they are Jure to do it afterwards) he a£ls 
with a prodigality and thoughcleffnefs which 
are intolerable in fuch a -crifis as that which 
he has cncowccFed : he is quickly too be- 
ficged by older inhabitants, whom diftrels 
has taught to confider a good mea^l and a 
bottle of wine to be fubftanttal bleffings; 
and to them he is lavifli of bounties of this 
kind,- which habit has induced hhn to believe- 
as coming of courfc, and never to be wanted* 
Hifi means ate foon exhatlftcdi his friends 
H 2 without 
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widiout are fure to gain intelligence of his 
conduft from fome bufy tongue or pen ; he 
folicits their affiftancej, which they now 
withTiold ; he repeats letter after letter, fome- . 
times rifing into inveftive, or humbled into 
the lowcft fupplication, hut all to no purfoje ! 
He now grows delperate ; neglcfts himlelf ; 
becomes indifferent of his conduit no Icls 
than of his appearance ; and too often winds up 
his ftory with habitual intoxication or gloomy 
melancholy, whofe hope is the filence and 
oblivioo of the grave., 

^y I defcribc all thefe gradations of mi- 
fcry fi-om the experience I have had of 
every one of them, during an imprifonmcnt 
of years, wherein / have drunk deep of the 
etnpoifoned cup ofjorrowy and Jucked out the 
lafi drop from the dregs which fettled at its 
hottom! Perhaps I am the moft Angular 
inftance of the evils of imprifonmeht of any 
unfortunate wretch who has fuftained them. 
I have been the dupe of the greatcft vil- 
lains 
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lains who infeft the lowcf and middling 
• ranks of focicty ; and I have experienced the 
neglcft and mifinterpretation of friends, to 
a degree which has fcarcely ever been pa- 
, rallelcd. The very letters which I have 
written to defcribe to my friends my fenfc 
of the errors I had committed, to deprecate 
their rcfcntment, and implore their benevo- 
lence, commiferadon, • and charity, have 
been interpreted as proofs of a perverted 
mind; and at the moment when I have 
been as found as at the inftant of inditing 
this narrative, the ibdi^khah who refufed 
me their bounty, have induftrioufly propa- 
gated, and afFedled to believe, that / was a 
madtnany J or whom a prifon was a merciful 
allotment y and a ' bare Jubjifience the utmoft 
which Jhould be allowed. 

" All this I have fuftained j and have 

been even confcious of the lot which I was 

dcftined to bear, at the very moment that I 

was finking under its preffure. How I have 

H 3 furvived 
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furvived the complicated agonies I endinred 
at that aftoniihing moment^ I cannot telL 
. I can only attribute this almoft miraculous 
power of refiftance to that God of ftrengtfa> 
who has magnified himfelf in my weakne6> 
and who has proved to me, beyond the 
poffibility of doubt and diftruft, thai " be 
never faileth them that feek him/* 



CHAP. 
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CHAP, xxiii: 



Mr. OKv£r in continuation. 

*' I 

A JIAV!^ often wondefed v?ithin my- 

,^^lf, duriijg my oyn captivity, wh^t r^afona. 
ijf ft^te could ever hiave Qccgfiqned that fla- 
grant infringeiiiept o{ MagM Chart a^ i^hich 
h^^s been committed by the aurhorUing of 
mfrifwmint for dek. If it be fuppofed to 
aflTifl: the infetefts of cgmmercei the bypo^ 
thefts is founded upon &]ie principles. In* 
H 4 ' difcriminate 
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difcriminatc and ready credit does more 
harm than good in a community*— This 
is undoubtedly much increafed by the feci- 
lity of arrejis on rnefne procejs ; and what 
is the confequence ? Immenfe expences 
are attached to the original debt by iniquitous 
lawyers; the creditor is often haraflcd to 
advance them ; and the debtor rendered by 
confinement totally unable to pay, not only 
them, but the firft demand. When refent- 
ment abates, and revenge is gratified, a 
compromife takes place, and the creditor 
becomes a confiderable pecuniary Jufferer i 
and the dehors being completely thrown out 
of former connexions of bufinefs or intereft 
in various ways, is totally ruined. On the 
contrary, were arrefts only permitted in 
ixecutiouy credit would, of courfc, be dimi- 
niftiedj but the tradefmen would lofe lefe 
money, and the prifons be more thinly in* 
habited — circiimftanccs which no good citi- 
isen or feeling man could regret* 



If 
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" if imprifonment be confidercd in an- 
other point of view, namely, as a punifi^ 
ment for mtfcondu£l and extravagancCy let it 
then have a ^xed term^ and do not lock up a 
debtor for life^ and releaje a criminal when 
the time of his Jentence is expired. It is in- 
credible to conceive what injury is alfo done 
to the moral Jiate of the prifoner by con- 
finement. Men frequently appear to have 
left all their principles and manners without 
the prifon-gate, and it is much ^o be feared 
that they do not refume them on going out 
of it ; anc^ it is an inconteftible truth, that 
nothing renders men fo disafFefted to Go- 
vernment as the coercion of imprifonment. 
In faft, there is hardly any one who has 
endured the chicane of the law, in his own 
perfon as an imprifbned debtor, but muft 
deteft the Government which expofes him 
to it. What, for inftance, can be more 
outrageoufly cruel, than to put it in the 
power of a real or fiditious creditor to re- 
move by habeas from one prifon to another, 
H 5 merely 



^ 
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inercly in order to harafs an unfortonatc 
being, and deprive him of the wretched 
privileges which he derives from his fcni- 
ority of denizenfliip4n thbfe communities of 
forrow ! 

*^ Surely a time muft come when regu- 
lation in theie and fimilar circumftances will 
take place, by fome means or other; and 
how little reafon have we to look for b. 
promptitude in alleviating the diftreflcs of 
the afflided ; as if it was not enough to lock 
a man up in one place, and fuSer him to iettle 
himfelf in the poor comfort which he can de- 
rive from being entitled to a vaulted cell 
in a dungeon, but you muft allow a merci- 
Icfs fellow-creature, who profeffes to hive 
lent him ten pounds, to drag him to another 
prifon, where he is to recommence a pmfiil 
and moft expenfive routine, in which he is 
gradually to obtain an eftablilhment, which 
a third perfbn may interrupt agsun, and fo 
on, to the end of his captivity, 

" My 
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*^ My friends wilj^ I truft, pardon me 
for obtruding theie thoughts ypon them at 
this time ; but they made fuch an impreC- 
fion upon my mind when I felt thefe fcvere 
inconveniences in my own cafe, that they 
unavoidably force themfelves forward when 
I am brought, by my narrative, tp the pe^ 
riod of calamity which gave thjeni birth* 

" Perhaps it may be now time to recur 
to myfelf, in order that I may the foqner 
complete the work which I have under- 
taken. 

'^ I remained a prifoner for fome years, 
with hardly a hope of ever tafting again 
the fweets of liberty ; tbofe Jweets which 
we never know how to enjoy until we have 
once been deprived of them I At length a 
friend, whom I had not feen for a long time, 
called upon me; and having rendered me 
a fmall pecuniary fervice, he topk up the 
idea that he might benefit me by the donation 
H 6 of 
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of a lottery-dckct, which unexpe&cdly came 
up a prize of mu tbomfoHd pmmds ! Wirh 
part of this (um, which he judiciouflf ap- 
plied, he compromifed vaj debts on very 
eafy tennsj my circumftances being conli- 
dered as deiperate. Widi die remainder I 
purchafed a fmali annuity, and with that con- 
traAed jnttance I retired to this place; 
where, had I been lefi fortunate than the 
Ibciety in which I at prefent am has made 
mtj I (hould have lived in profound ob- 
icurity and oblivion, and my errors and mif- 
fortunes would have been buried with me 
beneath the fod which covered niy ruftic 
grave. 

** Since, however, it has pleafed a good 
and gracious Providence to take me from 
the fecluTion of the cottage to the holpi- 
tality of Sclby-Houfe, I could not with- 
hold a confidence fo juftly due to its boun- 
tiful and generous owner. 

' « Mucfc 
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*' Much have I omitted, or (lightly 
paffed over 5 but, I truft, that I have difclofcd 
enough to convince my friends that I have 
been more weak than guilty ; and that the 
candid declaration of my errors herein made, 
entitle me to the credit of being fuppofed 
to have renounced from principle that con- 
du6t which I have fo freely blamed. 

** I feel the abfurdity of brooding over for- 
rbws for events which cannot now be recalled, 
nor do I ever intentionally indulge the me- 
lancholy conftqucnt on their bitter remem- 
brances. For my own fake I would wifli to 
avoid fuch a painful recurrence ; for the 
fake of fuch beloved friends I (hould be 
equally anxious to renounce it altogether; 
but the invader is fometimes too ftrong for 
me : — he binds me in the fetters of excef- 
five fcnfibility, and it is in vain for me to 
attempt to refift. I am forced to yield to 
his temporary vifitations, and gradually to 
fteal from his influence by every artful 

means I can devile. 

" Thus 
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*' Thus do I linger through life, looking 
forward to that period which muft, fooner 
or later, arrive, wherein " the wicked ceafe 
from troubling, and wherein the weary 9ic at 
reft.'* 



CHAP, 
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CHAP. XXIV. 



The Reader's Attention Jitll direHed to Mr. Oliver. 



A> 



lFTER all that our readers have heard 
concerning Mr. Sclby, there cannot be a 
doubt that he read the preceding narrative 
of Mr. Oliver with the moid poignant fen- 
timents of fympathy and couimifci-ation. 

He obferved that his friend had ipoken 
very flightly of many parts of his hiftory, 

par- 
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particularly refpedling his wife and fon, 
whether they were yet living or not; and 
he concluded that he would be pained by 
any queftions being afked him on the fub- 
jeft; and he remarked that he ftudioufly 
avoided the naming of any individuals^ 
whereby any blame (hould be appropriated 
to them, while he was extremely liberal in 
marking all his own faults and errors with a 
precifion hardly to be expefted from the 
miftakcn perfon himfelf. 

His obfervations on the miferies and 
cruelties of imprifonment, he could not 
but allow to be very juft j and he griev- 
ed, when he recoUefted that they were 
the refult of the long and painful expe- 
rience gained by Mr. Oliver himfelf in 
the very fcene which he defcribed. But 
what touched him the moft fenfibly was 
the intimations given by Mr. Oliver, in 
the courfe of his narrative, of the cruel 
charge laid againft him of being under the 

con-» 
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continued influence of infanity, whilft ftrug- 
gUng in thraldom, under the wretched con- 
fcquenccs of Kis imprudence. He confi- 
dered that iattacks of that kind were, of all 
others, not to be parried by any means in 
the power of the accufed ; and he felt, to 
the centre of his fenfibility, the unmanly 
advantage which had been taken of him by 
his accufcrs when immured in a dungeon, 
,neglc6ted and forfaken by his friends, they 
availed themfclves of his forlorn date of de^ 
ireliftion, to propagate calumnies which 
none could contradift, and which he him- 
fclf, in whatever way he encountered theni> 
by the vilcft pcrverfions of his meaning, 
was made to confirm. 

It was his juft and pointed remark on 
the fubjed:, that his enemies had feemed to 
adopt the beft methods they could dcvile 
,to realize the dreadful ftatc which their 
malice dcpidtured without foundation j and 
.he felt himfelf inclined to believe that that 

was 
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nvas the fecrct hope and the covered inten- 
tion which induced them to perfift in their 
conduft, in order that fomc fubfequent ir- 
regularities might be taken as fpecimens of 
^ Jyftem of derangement, and the unfortu-» 
n^te individual be configned tonegleAand 
oblivion, as irretrievably loft to fociety and 
his friends. And now that Mr. Oliver's re- 
lation had difclofed this direful fuipicion by 
which he had been fo rigoroufly viewed, 
and hardly judged, he was able to account 
for that habitual reftraint under which he 
feemed continually to a^t, left at any time 
jiis forrows might be fo laid afleep, as ^t 
-vivacity and chewrfiilnels niight be returqcd 
to hb countenance and aAions, and be per-* 
verted and mifreprelented to his diladvan- 
tage now, as it had been to his ruin before. 
Hence, therefore, he could attribute the 
deep melancholy and gloom which over- 
ihadowed him, as worn almoft by choice^ 
. in order to Ihelter him from attacks which 

had 
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had nearly overwhelmed him m the lowcft 
depths of defpain 

The refult of all thcfe reflexions crowd- 
ing on Mr. Sclby*s mind, interefted him to 
a degree which fecmed to ens;rofs all his 
feculries. He redoubled his affeftioriate at- 
tentions to his friend; and, imparting his 
benevolent ideas to Mr. Falcon and to the 
two ladiesj he propofed that they (hould all 
jointly concur in labouring to reftore Mr, 
Oliver^s mind to a ftate of tranquillity and 
eaie, which, in his pre&nt moft happy fitua- 
rion, was not likely to be intern^ted by 
any of theie baleful caufes, which had been 
ib long undermining them. And the reader 
will furely concur with us in confidering fucK 
an undertaking as moft highly worthy of the 
-good and ami^le perfons, who were eii« 
lifted under the banners of the moft difin-* 
terefted and fincer^ft charity and benevo- 
lence to promote it. 

Flagrant 
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Flagrant as had been Mr. Oliver's de- 
viations from rcditude, he had p^d, at 
Icaft, as heavy penalties in his fufferings to 
fcountcrbalancc and atone for them j and if 
felf-conviftion and aftual reformation could 
be of any value to redeem the errors of a 
miffpent life, he did not deferve ta be caft 
away as reprobate and incorrigible^ 

How much is it to be lamented that 
the Ipirit of lovey which is the true fpirit of 
. chriftianity, fhould fo little predommate in 
the hearts of its profeffors ! How dreadful 
is it to think that tbaf Saviour^ whadied 
for his enemiejy ifhould not be permitted to 
leave an example to be followed by his 
friends ^^ and that his precept of "loving 
one another as he had loved them,*' ihould 
be received without efiedt, and be contra* 
didpd by pradlices of a nature the moft 
different, and oppofitci as if man wasform^ 
ed to he the foe of man^ and as if God 
bad revealed himfelf not as the frotelfor^ 

but 
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iut dejiroyer of •bis creatures ^ not as their 
Parent and Redeemer ^ but their tyrant and 
opprejfor^ not as having made them for the 
beatitudes of heaven, but as having doomed' 
them to the miferies of hell! 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXV- 



The fame SuljeSf Jltll purfued. 



.R, Oliver having thus revealed him- 
felf to pcrfons fo unanimoufly difpofcd to 
ferve him in every refpeft, as well in ef- 
fential points as in tHofe which had a re- 
ference even to his mental comfort and 
gratification, we cannot believe otherwifc 
than that he was materially benefited by 
their continual exertions in his behalf— 
In faft, we arc framed with fo fingular 

2 an 
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an aptitude to receive with pleafiifc all 
tJic kind offices of fociety, that although 
our fituation of diftreis may adbually be 
irremediable, yet it is a matter of fatif* 
fedion to the mind to know that its ibr^ 
rows are commiferated by beings who can 
only breathe over them the figh of una- 
vailing fympathy. 

Hence it was that Mr. Oliver found a 
real confolation, in knowing that his friends 
of Selby-Houfe were fincerely intercfted 
in his misfortunes ; and though it was im- 
poffible for them wholly to dcftroy the 
cruel rendembrance from his own mind of 
all that he fufFered, yet it became a 
much more tolerable companion to his 
thoughts, while he felt ,that they were 
privy to it, and were not infenfible of the 
fcverity of his fate. 

- The gentlemen^ too, (Mr. Sclby and 
Mr. Falcon,) knowing his idolatrous at- 
tachment 
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tachment to literary purfuits, and deep re* 
fearches after knowledge, were ftudious ta 
improvtf every opportunity of indulging 
his paffions, and abforbing painful reflec- 
tions in its dominion and influence. Not 
an incident occurred but they fought for 
Ibme new method of Healing him, as it 
were, from himfclf, and leading the way 
to fome department of fciencc, which, in 
almofl: every one, was either femiliar, or, 
at leafl:, no (tranger to his acquirements. 

Thus Mrs. Selby having remarked, in 
die green- houft, that a geranium which 
flood near the glals, and exhibited thofe of ^ 
its leaves and branches, which were near- 
eft to the glafs, in an angular dircftion, 
while thofe which lay behind, and mofl: 
remote from the glafs, prefTed forward to 
it, in a horizontal direftion, (in which only 
they could have reached it) enquired, with 
fome anxiety of curiofity, what could be 
the caufc of this diverfity of growth ? 

5 Mn 
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Mt. Falcx)n immediately obferved to 
her, that it was from the attachment of 
plants to the li^bt^ that the one, in quef- 
tion, fought it by a fpc^cies of vegetating 
iiiftindt. 

*' There is a neceflity," faid he, di- 
rtding the fubjeft to the ftudious Mr. 
Oliver, " for the co-operation of the na^ 
tural trinity of fircy lights and airy in or- 
der to the well-being of all nature and 
creatures j and there is," faid he, " a 
trinity in unity exifting conjointly in the 
Jun (the great reprefentative of the God- 
head), inafmuch as he is the parent of 
heat, and light, and the rarifier and pro- 
ducer of mr ^nd v>ind.'* 

" Your idea," faid Mr. Oliver, eagerly 
taking up the difcourfe, " fuggeft§ to me 
that there are expreffions in Holy Writ 
which authorize us to . fuppofe, that it was 
the intention of God Almighty that we 

VOL. II. I ^ (hould 
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fliould reconcile our finite capacities to 
the Divine trinity in Unity by that fym- 
bolj for thus," faid he, " we find that 
God the Father is called " a confumin^ 
fire-y* God the Son is faid to be *^ the 
light which light etb every man that cometh 
into the worlds^ and God the Holy Ghojiy 
, in being called ^^ the Divine Spirit^'* (or 
the Hebrew Ruahy and the Greek Fneumay 
which both fignify Ireath and windy as 
well as Spirit) anfwer to the third in the 
natural trinity, namely, the air.'* 

^« I perceive/' faid Mr. Selby, fmiling, " that 
you, as well as myfelf) have been a reader and 
favourer of the writings of the German Theofo- 
fhifty Jacob Behmen. And furely," conti- 
nued he, " nothing could be fo Angularly 
proper, as that our blefled Saviour and Re- 
deefner fhould be fymbolized by the Ughty 
which is, of all things, the moft delightful 
and grateful to human nature. Among 
the eaftcrn nations it was always the figu- 
3 rative • 
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tati/e type of 7^, bappine/s, and ^fc- 
liveroMce j ^&5«i and darknefs were, on the 
contrary, the fymbok di Jorr^'m and ^^^ 
r«^ i and the ^/5^// of • darknefs intended 
that enemy of mankind, who is direftly op- 
poied to the Divm Pbilantbropifti the he^ 
•nevolent Jesus, or the Savionr^'* 

'^ Taking ap your idea^" faid Mr. Fal* 
eon, ^* though on inferior grounds, (for 
which I maft crave your pardon, as • t 
bring you down to a lefs fublime fubjeft) 
I think I can affign to you a forcible rea- 
son why men have concurred in fixing 
fuch an extraordinary value on the dia^ 
mond y becaufe that it xefleBs light in its 
greateft refulgence^ and fparkles with a glory 
which is almoji Iheavenly'^ 

" I feel," faid Mrs, Selby, '' that my 
geranium has been very highly honoured, 
ia haying given birth to a converfation of 
fo wide and interefting a^fcope." 

I % '* Nothing,' • 



lyi THE SECLUDED MAN. 

'' Nothing," replied Mr. Selby, " can 
be more proper than that we fhould be 
led from earthly to heavenly purfuitsj and, 
if we will but beftow the pains which the 
Jearch after God demands of every devout 
worftiipper of him, " in fpirit and in truth," 
we fhall find him every where ! " Jovis om^ 
nia plena," was the aflertion of a heathen 
poet, and the chrijitan muft confefs, with 
heartfelt conviftion and delight, that " God 
U indeed all in allP' 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXVI. 



Our Friends fiilt fhilofophijtr^ in Divinity, 



o. 



'UR good-natured readers will pardon 
us for being fuch faithful biographers, as 
even to follow our triumvirate into the 
xnoft recondite of their fpeculations. To 
fome of them we truft that they may afford 
a degree of gratification. Others, how- 
ever> there may be^ who will feel no 
1 3 taftc 
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tafte for fuch fubjefts^ but thcfc peribns 
W€ muft entreat to pafs over thefe oc- 
cafional digreflions, in the hope that they 
may find fome thing to intereft them in 
the general detail of the narrative. 

Premifing this apologetic obfervation, 
we are led to hint at one or two other 
topics v/hich our friends were not a litde 
fond of difcufling. 

Of thefe, one of them> to which Mr. 
Oliver was moft peculiarly attached, waii 
tJiat of univ^rfal Jahaticny . by which he 
meant, the belief that every rational and 
accountable agent wouldy fooner or later y be 
Javed^ He reprobated the idea that a 
God of love could ever doom any of his 
creatures to everlajling funijhmenti and he 
Aerefore conceived the punifhmcnt of an- 
other world (the reality of which is cflfen- 
tial to the propriety of a moral govern- 
Cicnt) to produce a furyying as well as a 
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peiial effeft; and, in procefs of time, (in 
proportion to the degree and inveteracy of 
guilt) to prepare and fit the fufFcring fin- 
ner to receive the divine mercy, which, 
we are told, is " willing that all men 
jhould be Javed, and cannot will without 
effeSIing its fiat :^ 

" I prefume," faid Mr. Selby, " that 
you are furniflicd with proper arguments 
againft that declaration in the New Tefta- 
ment, " that the wicked fliall go into ever- 
lafting funijhment^ but the righteous into lift^ 
eternaU' 

*' I am convinccfl," replied Mr^. Oliver, 
•' that the Greek word amm^ which is 
rendered everlajiing, being an immediate 
derivative from umv, an age, cannot mean 
an unlimited defcriprion of time, but a 
circumfcribed, though a long and indefinite 
period**^ 

14 ^ The 
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" The Old Teftamcnt fuggefts,- feid 
Mr. Falcon, " if I recollefl: right, no 
precife idea of eternity ^ and, I candidly 
.confefs, that I have been long a fecret 
fiivourer of the perfuafion of Origcn, which 
Mr. Oliver has given us with powerful re- 
commendations of his. own.^'' 

" What, toOi do you think," faid Mr. 
Oliver, " of rhe notion that our blefled Sa- 
viour died to appeaje the wrath of God.^ 
and to make JatUfaSion to his offended juj" 
ticer 

'' I think," faid Mr. Selby, « that to 
attribute the pajjion of wrath to God Al- 
mighty^ is to make him as imperfe£f as our- 
felves. The wrath and hatred are in the 
creature^ who turns from his Creator, while 
he is eternally looking upon him with an 
eye of love, compaffion, and long-fufFer- 



mg. 



« What 
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*^ What appears to my narrow faculties, 
laid Mr. Oliver, " to be the faft, is, that 
fince in the day that man, by living to 
the carnal life of natural knowledge and 
appetites, imbibed with the fatal applet 
died to the divine life, he. could only Kve 
again to the latter by dying to the former. — 
'Therefore it became neceffary that a re- 
prefentative Redeemer (equal in power to 
his Creator) Ihould enter into his nature,, 
and die for him, in order that he fliould 
communicate his own divine nature, in 
the plenitude and energy of which the fal- 
len man fliould rife to the excellence and 
privileges of that divine (fpiritual) image, 
in which his paradifaical mind was origi- 
nally created.'* 

" On all thefe ablhufe fubjefts," faid 
Mr. Falcon, " there is a ftriking coinci-^ 
dence in our opinions i and it is a plea- 
fm^ refltftion, that thefe opinions all tend 
to bring our hearts and afFeftions ftill 
15 cbfer 



ck>(er to our God ; to explain, in a cci^ 
t^n degree, the myfteries of his revelation 
to ys} and to give tis diat ^^ peace and 
joy in believing," which is die heaven of the 
chriftian mind in its progress througjh. fi)r^ 
JEOW ta. evedafting felicity/' 



CHAP. 



mtt^^sithVM^ UAH. rj% 



CHAP. xxvn. 



Mr. Oliver fttlt the topic. 

)IOGRAPHY is, with refpedt to hif- 
tory, what portrait painting is to hiftori- 
cal. The biographer and the delineator of 
individual faces are obliged to deicend to 
all the minutias of iimilitude; and have 
no other merit than that of eiEpreffing thi^- 
ftnalltft feature and fliade bj which theii^' 
refpe£blve isitmflaria are difdnguifhed. 

u6^ Ow 
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On the other hand, the perfon who de- 
fcribes on paper, or on canvas, the fate 
yand the tranfeftions of nations, fixes on 
great and prominent circumftances to bring 
forward to obfervation, and finks into ob- 
fcurity thofc inferior points, which pecu- 
liarly belong to the confined fcope of the 
other imitators of human nature. 

In conformity with thefe general obfer- 
vations, fince our tafk is to give the reader 
as correft an account of Mr. Oliver 
as wa can, we tnuft frequently defcend to 
particulars, which are only important as 
they exhibit him in the mod charafteriflic 
forms and colours. 

Agreeably to this profefTcd obligation, 
we would remark, concerning him, that 
there was a certain degree of enthufiafm 
about him, which occafioned him, oncc; 
embarked in a purfuit, to follow it with, 
an ardour which, bcfides injuring himfelf, 

was 
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was too violent to be maintained with equal 
tenour for any length of time. Accord- 
ingly, from the means employed by his 
friends of diverting his mind from intenfc 
thought on fubjcfts of painful retrolpedlion 
on his pad conduft, by engrofling him in 
fcientific inveftigation, he infcnfibiy adopted 
their fcheme, with fuch a vivacity of co-. 
operation, that they began to. fear that it 
would exceed, in its efFefts, theic benevo- 
lent intentions. 

Being very deeply verfed in the acqirire- 
ment of languages, he was very great in 
the refinements of grammarical knowledge; 
and having laid down the plan of a 'poly^ 
glot grammar, wherein the ^ principles of 
. univerjal grammar being firft eftablifhed, the 
Ipccific diftindlions of each particular grammar 
were then explained, as they exifted in 
oppofition to thofe of other grammars; — 
he was led away with the idea of form- 
ing an univerjal language^ to be ufcd \n 

" common^ 
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common by all nations, as a general- 
ftiedium of intcrcourfc, which Ihould, as 
it were, reftorc the confufion of Babel^ 
and afiemble mankind again in a fraternal^ 
Commerce of intelligible founds. 

The reader will eafiljr perceiTC that the 
fcheme was extremely arduoiis; though^, 
were it poflible to bring it to maturity,, 
there could be no doubt of its important 
utility. Whether human genius could ac- 
eomplifli fo great an undertaking, can only^ 
be determined by the refiilt of the expe- 
riment. In the prefent inftance we can. 
only vouch for its having been tried by 
our hero, whofe abilities were equal to 
many more than the generality of the li- 
terati, who are celebrated for natural and. 
acquired knowledge^ 

How far he advanced in this mazy 
path of ipeculation, we cannot pofitivelyr 
determine s. wc art certain^, however, that 

alk 
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all his faculcies were abforbed in this fia*^ 
vourite idea, and all his time engrofled 
in its cultivation. As he advanced £trther 
into its minutiae, innumerable difficulties 
grew up around him; and he began re* 
iuftantty to feel that the poffibility of re<* 
ducing it to praftice^ was very obicure 
and uncertain*^ After the pains which he 
had taken^ it was no little mortification to 
him ta ^ikorcr that the tower he was 
xaifing» like that ancient one in the phdns 
eC Sbifkir% muft be left unfinifhed ; and that ' 
he ihould not be able i'^ to make of the 
people one, to have all onei language/' 
but that they muft remain, as then, con^ 
fbunded in language, and not capable or 
underftanding ^' one another's Ipeech/' 

To thofe who have ever been devoted 

xto the cnthufiafm of fcientific refearches,, 

the dilappdintment of Mr. Oliver may be 

cafily conceived; others,, who have only 

Ikimmed the furfece of literature, or have 

not 
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not been at all convcrfant in it, muft take 
' our words that it was extreme. His fpirits, 
which, from the comforts of the fociety in 
which he was now engro.fted^ and from the 
hope of fuccefs in the fchemc he fa greatly 
idolized, had rifen to a ftandard of comfort 
both to himfelf and his friends, now funk 
to their former abyfs of defpondence. A 
gloomy filence took place 5 and they greatly 
feared that the iflUe would be difeiVrous ta 
himfelf, and extremely painful to thofe feel- 
ings of fympathy, which had been fo power- 
folly excited in his behalC 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXVIII. 



Thi fame Subjeii continued* 

JL HE happincfs of the family at Sclby- 
Houfc knew no alloy at this junfturc 
but the difquietudes of their unfortunate 
friend and inmate, Mr. Oliver. 

Mrs. Falcon began now to excite very 
lively hopes in the bofom of her ' fond and 
faithfol partner, that he fhould, in due time, 
behold himlelf reprefented in the peribn 

of 
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of a ftranger, who would be introduced to 
him with unanfwerable and ind^fcribable 
claims to all the tender nefs of his fuf- 
ceptible and afFcftionace heart, 

■f 
The joy, which the profpcft of fuch 
an event produced, was univerfal, nor could 
it be diminifhcd by any circumftance fa 
pregnant with regret/ as the evident proofk 
which they every day received with in- 
creafmg evidence, that the Ibwnels of 
fpirics, with which Mr. Oliver was irre« 
coverably opprefled, was a -fad prcfage 
and prognoftic of declining health. The 
fymptoms were, at firft, obfcurc, and 
feemed to Ke fo immediately on the con- 
fines of the corporeal and mental /fyftcm, 
that it was hardly poffiblc to know to 
which to attribute them; and in what 
way to attempt the cure or the alleviation 
rrf" a difcafc, whofe fburcf and whofe feat 
deemed to lie beyond the reach dThuman^ 
pcncttaiion. 

Wc 
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WjC will not pretend to dcfcribe the 
•anxious folicitude of Mr. Sclby, on vieV- 
ing the ravages which were coniinually 
made on the peace and health of his 
beloved friend. It was impoffibie for him 
to conceal it long; and while he moft 
pathetically cxprcfled to him his forrow 
on the occafion, he begged and entreated him 
to permit him to feek for the bcft advice 
in the medical line, in the hope that he 
might foon be reftored to the tranquil- 
'lity and. ftrengch which he had enjoyed 
in the earlier days of their intimacy. 

"» You arc become, my dear friend," 
'ikid be, ^^ fb necefiary and fo eflendal to 
my own comfort and wcll-being, that^ 
for my own iake> I muft infill upon 
€very means being employed for your 
ipeedy and complete reftoration. Who^ 
alasT' continued he, " could fupply your 
place on thefe confidential occafions, when 
the heart unfolds itielf^ and vemurcsj with- 
out 
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out fear , of treachery or mifapprehenfion, 
to think aloud I Near as we are to each 
other in point of age, and aflbciated by 
fimilar purfuits in the moft abftnjfe and 
leaft-beaten paths of fcience, (whofe fhades 
are deepened and rendered facred by be- 
ing little frequented by the profane vul- 
gar) fuch an affociate is not eafily to be 
found, when it is nsy misfortune to lofe 
your 

" There is nothing," my dear Sir,'* 
faid Mr. Oliver, " which I would not 
cheerfully do to oblige you. Ifi there- 
fore, the calling in of a phyfician will 
communicate the fmalleil: fatisfaAion to 
you, it is entirely impoQible that I (hould 
objeft to it J but I apprize you before- 
hand, that the utmoft elaborations of hu- 
man Ikili can be of no avail to my relief; 
the. accumulated diftrefles of my life have 
laid I he foundation of its abridgment. — 
My lace purfuits have been too intcniib for 

my 
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tny nervous powers; and my difappoint- 
tnent in the attainment of its end, too fe- 
vere for their rcfiftance. The microcofm of 
my fyftem approaches to its diffolution ; and 
every day makes fuch perceptible alterations 
in my own fenfations of continuance in life, 
that I know I am a gueft, whofe abidance 
will be very fhort on this fide eternity ; and 
whenever my fummons is given, believe 
me," faid he, " that I fhall receive it— 
** Uli conviva/atur !" aweary traveller, who, 
from a long, perilous, and difaftrous jour- 
ney, is welcomed to a home, after which 
he has been languifhing in pain and forrow." 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXIX. 



^ranfa^tons at Selby^Houfe^ in Continuation* 



.R. Selby having obtained this ready 
compliance with his requeft from his de- 
clining friend, was not long before he pro- 
ceeded to put it in execution, by fending 
or his tried and highly-valued phyfician. 
Dr. M: . . 

Before 
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Before he introduced him to his pa- 
tient, he took care to give him a feeling 
Iketch of his hiftory and misfortunes, in 
which was interwoven the complicated and 
concealed difeafe which he had to fearch 
out, and, if poflible, to remedy. 

The Doftor liftened with great atten- 
tion to the narrative of woe, moft pathe- 
tically detailed by Mr. Selby, and, when- 
it was brought to a conclufion, he re- 
mained for fome time filent ; but at length, 
he obferved,' that fuch a d'eeply-fown dif- 
order, in fo irritable a fubjeft, promifed 
but little fuccefs to the bcft endeavours of 
medical Ikill. 

'< Wbor faidhc, 

** Can minlfter to a mini difcafed ? 

Who can reftore the quiet of a broken 

Jpirit f If, however, it maj be in my power 

to palliate cvik, which I wholly delpair oi 

removing 
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removing entirely, I will exert it to the 
utmoft; but I attempt the work with 
diffidence and apprehenfion of the confe- 
quence." 

Being foon after introduced to Mr. 
Oliver, he found, with extreme concern, 
that a flow nervous fever had made very 
confiderable progrefs, and was very quick- 
ly advancing its attacks, and would, ere 
long, make its approaches to the laft cita- 
del of life with complete fuccefs. 

He had a long and very intereft- 
ing converfation with his , patient, who, 
being long a zealous and partial ftudent 
of the Swifs phyfiognomift, eafily read, in 
the lines of his phyfician's countenance, 
the ftrong impreflions of a man of equal 
feeling and ability. \ 

Mr. Oliver explained himfelf in a variety 
of important inftances to Dr. M.'s fullell 

fatisfafbionj 
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latisfaftion in point of information^ but 
though his fcnfcs were perfcftly unim- 
paired, and his mind wholly compofcd, 
the Doftor was thoroughly perfuaded that 
his cafe was an hopelefs one; and that, 
though his death might not be imme- 
diate, it was inevitable, in confequence of 
the mafs of dreadful difeafe which was 
heaped upon his conftitution. 

- It is riot to be fuppofed that Mr. Oli- 
ver foiled to queftion the Doftor upon 
his opinion concerning his fituation; nor 
can we imagine that the Doftor hefi- 
tated candidly to give it to him in all 
the trying particulars of his friendly and 
too-judicious apprehenfions. It can hardly 
be neceflary to add, that he received 
them, not with ftoical infenfibility, but 
with the trueft chriftian refignation and 
patient acquiefcence. 

He broke out into a momentary apof- 
voi- n. K trophe 
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trophe on the intimation chat, ere loi^ 
his laft enemy would make his final and 
fatal attack, and that his death would be 
the confcquence : — 

** Inveni portum ; Spcs et Fortuna, valcte I 
*' Sat me lufiilis j ludite nunc alios !" 

• *' And when, my dear Sir,'* continued 
he, ^^ will my Ihattered, weather-beaten, 
Ihipwrecked bark, enter that long wiftied- 
for harbour?" 



" That queftion,*' faid Dr. M , 

" it is out of my power to refolve. It is 
impoffible to tell how far the vis vita is 
exhaufted, although it is very evident that 
it has received extraordinary (hocks, and 
muft be greatly impaired. Your own fen- 
fations will, « however, before long, too 
correftly determine your doubts without 
my conjeftural information. Would to 
God," added he, *^ that my fears may be 

groundlefs. 



gfoundleft, and that the powerful reme- 
dies T am applying, may work thofe mi- 
racier, on which I cannot dare to build 
any thing like dependance ! A little time 
will convince me whether they will have 
any efficacy; and your own* internal feel- 
ings, as I before fuggefted, will infallibly 
diftate the truth to your intrinfic fenfibi- 
lity." 

« The will of God/' faid Mr. Oliver, 

** be done in this, as well as in every 

other inftance ! Had I not been perfuaded 

of the reality of another life, and of all 

the wonderful truths, and unfpeakable hopes 

^ connected with it, I fhould long ago have 

> quitted my ftation by fome voluntary aft 

of my own; but / firmly believedy and 

therefore I have Juffered patiently ! Judge, 

then, whether if my Creator, my Redeemer, 

and my Sandtifier calf me to their triune 

mercies, I do not obey their omnipotent 

beheft with cheerful, nay eager acquief- 

K 2 cence ! 
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ccncc!— il^ nigbt has been long^ tedious^ 
tempeftuous^ and gloomy^ with a darknejs 
worfe than Egyptian i Jay^ then, if it he 
pojjible that ibe morning can too fom break 
upon ny aching^ anxious Jigbt ?*\ 



CHAP- I 
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CHAP^ XXX. 



Tbi clofing Scene of the Drama not far diftanU 

At was no difficult matter for Mr. 

Sclby to prevail on Dr. M to 

wait for a few days, at Selby-Houfc, the 
iffue of his friend's illncfi. For fome litdc 
time his medicines, which were of the 
moft powerful kind, produced a very fur- 
prifing efFedti but ufe diminifhed their fa- 
lutary influence, while the dilbrder was 
gaining ground and ftrength on the ex- 
K 3 hauftcd 
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haufted and ftiakcn frame which it had 
attacked. 

^^ The ftruggle cannot be long/' faid 
the Doftor to Mr. Selby, as he left the 
bed-fide of his patient; " Nature is almoft 
worn out; her powers begin to flag, and 
time muft foon yield to eternity !'* 

The watchful eye of the dying Mr; 
Oliver beheld the change in the Doftor's 
countenance, as he in a low tone pro- 
nounced thefe words to Mr. Selby, in a 
remote corner of his bed-chamber. 

" Speak your fentiments. aloud, my dear 
friend,'* laid be; *^ you kno^v that yo\\ 
will not alarm me, and furely I Ihould be 
the firft to know the time whe^ my 
change is to come. Why ihould I fear^ 
though I am dcftined to pafs through the 
valley of the fliadow of death ? Will 
not that rod and that ftaff fupport mcj, 

which 
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which have upheld me as I tottered through 
the mazy journey of life ? Does not the 
feme merciful God prefide, proteft, and 
comfort, in the regions of eternity ^ as in 
the precinfts of time ? That I have fomc 
pangs at quitting life, I cannot deny, I 
have friends around me, who bind mc 
rather too fail to the fccnc of my forrows 
and / have a/oHy belo*oed offspring of a be^ 
loved mother^ whom I fhall, ere long, meet 

beyond the grave ! But thefe I will 

learn to quit; but it is the laft leffon I 

Jhall be capable of learning! though 

emy^ hatred^ and calumny barje been my lot 
through lifcj love has ever been the effence 

of my conjlitutionl Nor, with alh my 

pad fiifferings, and all my fiiture hopes, 
can I fay farewel to thofc I love, without 
ihedding fome natural tears, the involuntary 
dew of expiring humanity !'* 

The length of this Ipeech, as well as 

its fubjedt, was too much for his feeble 

K 4 condition % 
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condition; and as the laft words, expiring 
humanity y quivered upon his lips, he fo 
entirely fainted away, that his friends were 
gready apprehenfive that they were the laft 
which they fhould ever hear him utter; 

The Doftor, however, perceived that 
his pulfation was ftill remaining, though 
it was extremely languid, and frequently 
remitted. Cordials were therefore, by his 
diredlion, carefully and cautioufly admini- 
ftcred. The flittilig breath was arretted 
in its exit, and poor Mr. Oliver, after 
fomc interval, was recalled to a temporary 
and languifhing exiftence. With life his 
lefokitioa returned ; his heart once more 
glowed with the trueft affeAion for his 
friends; he preffed the hand of each with 
all the little ftrength he could ai^emble^ 
and, at length, he was enabled to exprels 
to th^m his fenfe of their unremitting en- 
deavours in his behalf. 

Another 
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Another day was added to the Ipah of 
his life, during which he cxprefled to Mr. 
Falcon his full and unreferved belief of all 
the great and confolatory truths of revela* 
tion ; none of which, he declared, that he 
confidered as poflible to be difcredited with 
fafety, or to be duly believed, unlefs it 
produced a practical efFeft upon the heart 
and conduft, according to its peculiar na- 
ture and tendency. 

He requefted to receive the lacrament of 
the Lord's Supper, as the great feal of 
the chriftian covenant, the fpiritual food 
and nourijhtneni of that inward many which 
was newly bom into the heavenly kingdom 
in hapiifm; and having partaken of that 
blifsfiil communion, and folemnly bade 
adieu to his friends^ and commended his 
beft afFeftions to his fon, (hould they ever 
be introduced to his knowledge, he gently 
clofed his eyes, and rcfigned his breath, 
with no other difquietude than the animal 

Jpajm 
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Jpajm $f agonized nature^ in that amazing 
moment when the long and clofe connec- 
tion between foul and body is deftined to 
be broken, or rather fulpendcd rill their 
final re-union in the indiflbluble a0bciation 
of 4 glorious refurredion I 



CHAP- 
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CHAP. XXXL 



The Cottclufiott. 

jf\FTER having clofed the fcenc of our 
hero's life, the reader may poflibly con- 
ceive that litde more can be added to 
what has been already detailed. Jt i^ 
however, perhaps a juftice due to the 
furviving friends, who had waited on hLs 
hours of forrow, pain, fickncfe, and death, 
to fay that they laniented the event which 
had feparated him from them with ^ 

fincerity 
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finccrity of grief and regret which was 
adequate to his worth. They kmentcd it, 
not upon bis account, for whom " to die 
was gain/' but upon their own, who had 
loft a friend not cafily to be replaced 
during the fequel. of their lives. 

They did not, however, grieve as thofe 
who have no hope. It was the firm be- 
lief of Mr. Sclby, that altbougb eartbly 
connexions muft be greatly modified^ changed^ 
and wholly Jpiritualized in another worldy 
they were not entirely extinguijhed and ended 
ly death. This perfuafipn, fo confblatory 
at the moment when we are obliged to 
part with a valuable and beloved friend, 
he communicated to Mr. Falcon in thofe 
fcrious convcrfations which fo naturally 
fucceeded the deceafc of Mr. Oliver ; and 
he found no difficulty in converting him 
to the belief of a doftrine fo replete with 
comfort under the heavicft of affliftions— 
that of the lojs of friends in death. 

Nor 
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Nor was Mr. Sclby unmindful of Ihew- 
ing every external mark of refpedt and re- 
gard for this friend, who had been juft 
taken from him. A decent confident fu- 
neral condu6bed him to the grave, and a 
neat and elegant tomb-ftone recorded the 
name, charafter, and circumftances of the 
amiable inhabitant who occupied its nar- 
row limits. 

The following fimple infcription, the ra- 
pid efiufion of his forrowing mind under 
the firft influence of his grie^ is ftill legi- 
ble in the little church-yard, in the village 
of • ^. 

Beneath this humble ftone> 
Sleep the remains 
Of 
^JACOB OLIVER, 

Aged , 

Who died ■ , 

And who, from a diftant climate. 

Entered, 
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Entered, a ftrangep. 

Into this country, 

Mdft vnpropitioiis to bintf 

To meet whh various misfortunes, 

N DIftreffes, and perfecutions. 

The refult of ignorance of the world | 

And of a mind not always regulated. 

To- the degree which might have been expelled, 

- From the excellence of his abilities. 

The reftitude of his principles. 

And the iincerity of his chriHian faith ! ^ 

Reader 1 

In fcanning the faults of others. 

Learn to judge favourably and charitably of them 5 

And remember, in the midft of thy cenfure. 

That thou thyfelf 

Art a fallible man as he was I 



The reader of this narrative, it is hoped, 
>vill apply this addrels to himfelf ; and when 
he wanders, in his imaginatioa and memory, 
over the perplexed and curious fcenes of 
Mr. Oliver's moft difaftrous life, we truft 
that he will be inclined to mingle pity with 
reproach, and commifcration with blame; 
4 and 



r 



THE SECLUDED MAN. 207 

snd (bould he be led to fuppofe them as 
merely derived from the fource of an in- 
ventive imagination, we here venture to 
aSiirc him, that they are faithful delineations 
of matters of fa£t^ which have come under 
our obfervation^ been prefent to our expe^ 
riencey and^ in too many inftances^ been the 
bitter portion which has been affigned io our 
endurance! 



/J 
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^Dcr, in the midft of thy cenftrt-e, 
Thj^t thou thyfelf 
Alt a fallible man as he was I 

The reader of this narrative, it is hoped, 
will apply this addrefs to himfelf ; and when 
he wanders, in his imagination and memory, 
over the perplexed and curious fcenes of 
Mr. Oliver's moft difaftrous life, we truft 
that he will be inclined to mingle pity with 
reproach, and commifcration with blame; 
4 and 
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